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II. THESSALONIANS iii. 5. 


And the Lord dire your Hearts into the Love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Chriſt. 


HE Words before us contain a fer- 
1 vent Prayer, made by the Apoſtle Paul 
for the believing Theſſalonians : To whom 
he had been recommending divers rich 
and precious Truths of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
and giving divers ſeaſonable Admonitions : 
But well knowing, that the Succeſs of all In- 
ſtructions and Admonitions depends on the 
Bleſſing of the God of all Grace; he pre 
ſents his Petition to the Lord, to direct thee 
Hearts, And that, not to direct them into any 
inferior Enjoyment ; but into the moſt excellent 
and glorious Bleſſing, that is poſſible to be en» 
joyed by Man or Angel; even The Love of 
God. This is the higheſt Manifeſtation that 
God can make of himſelf: The brighteſt Diſ- 
play of his Perfection: The opening of his 
eternal Boſom; wherein dwells, and from whence 
Mines forth, the boundleſs Grace of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. The ſame Apo- 
{tle (in his moſt ardent Addreſs to God the 
Father, for the Epbeſians) calls it, The Love of 
Coriſt, which palſetb Knowledge. (a) The laft 
Part of the Petition is, to direct their Hearts 
A 2 into 


e 
into the patient waiting for Chris. Which may 
be underſtood, as including all kinds of waiting 
for Chriſt, which the Chriſtian may be exerciſed 


in, during Life; but chiefly muſt relate to his 
ſecond Coming. As it is elſewhere expreſſed, 


And to wait for his Son ſrom Heaven. () And in 
this Part of the Requeſt, he does not aſk for a 
Bleſſing of a different kind; but that their 
Hearts might be directed in a right Way, to 
wait for the full Enjoyment of that infinite eter- 


nal Love; which is an unfathomable Ocean, 
having neither Bank nor Bottom, Shore nor 


Bound; and whoſe Fountains ſhall be more 
abundantly broken up at the ſecond Coming of 


Chriſt : When be ſhall come to be gloriſied in his 


Saints, and to be admired in all them that believe.(c) 
For all the Kinds and Degrees of Bleſſedneſs, to 


which the Saints ſhall arrive in this World, or 


the World to come ; are but ſo many glorious 
Manifeſtations, and plenteous Communications 
of the Love of God. Therefore, to be divinely 


directed into the Love of God, is the higheſt 
Felicity that is poſſible to any Creature, in Time 
or Eternity. . 


The ſolid Joy and Satisfaction which our 


dear Brother was favoured with (when living 


among us) in the Views of the Love of God, 
and his Intereſt therein; is the Reaſon why I 

choſe this Subject upon this Occaſion. Tho' I 
am very ſenſible (ſince he is deceaſed) I can 
ſpeak to him no more: Nor can any Thing 
done or ſpoken amongſt us, contribute to him, 


or affect him in any wiſe. But my Concern is 


———— — 


(a) Eph, in. 19. (8) I. Thef. i. 10. () II. Theſ. i. 10. 


for 
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for you that are living. That, if it be the good 
Pleaſure of the Lord, to direct your Hearts into 
the ſame Love; you may be bleſſed with the 
ſame Enjoyments. I was intimately acquainted 
with my dear Friend, from the firſt when the 
Lord was pleaſed to call him by his Grace, and 
reveal the Son of his Love in his Soul. At 

which Time his Heart was filled with the Love 
of God, and it was the delightful Subject of his 
Converſation: And it has continued to be his 
Comfort and Stay, upon which he fed, and 
found ſweet Refreſhment; in which he dwelt, 
and found fixed Reſt; for a number of Years. 
And it proved durable to the laſt: A ſtrong 
Support under the Aſſaults of the laſt Enemy: 
An invincible Defence againſt the Terrors of 
Death: A Light by which he was not afraid to 
walk through the Darkneſs. For the Hope and 
Joy of entering into the more immediate Preſence | 
of him whom his Soul loved, diſſipated all the 
| Gloom, and gave Death a deſirable Aſpect; or 
rather, a Proſpect of the Glory of him that dwells 
beyond the Shades, abſorbed all the interpoſing 
Clouds. That this was the Caſe in his laſt Sick- 
neſs, has been confirmed to me by divers Hints 
from Perſons that were with him, at ſuch Inter- 
vals, when the Malignancy of the Diſorder would 
permit him to expreſs his Mind. Beſide what 
I heard from him myſelf, the laſt Time I 
found him capable of Converſation: When he 
was expreſſing the Satisfaction, the Comfort, 
Enlargement, and ſtrong Conſolation which his 
Soul felt, and taſted; in the infinite, unchang- 
ing, and everlaſting Love of God. 
Now, that our Hearts may be directed into 
the ſame tranſcendent Love; and, if the Holy 
N A 3 8 Ghoſt 


. 
Ghoſt is pleaſed.to give a Bleſſing, that we 
may be brought to the ſame Spiritual Conſo- 
lation; I ſhall « conſider the following Particulars. 
Firſt, The Nature, or ſome of the Proper- 
ties of the Love of God. 
Secondly, Some of the Productions of the 


Love of God. 


Thirdly, The Way whereby the Lord direcis 


the Hearts of his People into the Love of God. 
Tuourtbiy, Some of the Effects of the Love 


. God, in them whoſe Hearts are directed into 
Which will bring me to conſider the pa- 
hos waiting for Chriſt. 
1 begin with ſhewing the Nature, or point- 
181 out ſome of the properties of the Loye of 
Go 
1. It is efſential Love. I do not mean, meerly, 
that Love has a Being; but that Love is the 


Being of God; or eſſential to himſelf, As faith 


the Apoſtle Jain Cod IS Love. He doth not 


ſay, God hath Love, or, God doth Love, but, 
God IS Love. The divine Eſſence is Love: 


Or, Love is the eſſential Attribute of Jehovah; 
inſeparable frem the divine Nature: And with- 


out which, the Godhead never did, or poſſibly 
can exiſt. And therefore the Apoſtle repeats 


the Word: God IS Love; and be that dwelleth 
zn Love, awelicth in Cod, and God in him. (d) 


If Love in God was a Quality derived from 
any other Being; God would not be the origi- 
nal Source of all Good: If it was a Diſpoſition 
Produced, or ſprung up at ſome certain Period, 


and not cocval with his Exiſtence; God would 
not be immutable: And if it was a Paſſion ex- 
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171 
cited by any thing ſeen in, or done by any 
Creature; God would not be impaſſible: And 
ſuch a Being is not God. The Scripture ex- 
preſly calls the Moſt High, The God of Love; (e) 


and abundantly aſcribes ; all Love to him alone; 


both as it is in himſelf, as it abounds towards 
his People, and as it produces Love in their 
Hearts: It ſtill bears this Character, The Love 


of God. Grace is no other than the Out- 
goings of Love: Or, it is Love in its rich 


Proviſion, illuſtrious Maniteſtation, and effec- 


| tual Application. And he is not only called, 


The God of all Grace; () but all Grace is per- 
petually aſcribed to God the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt: And in whatever Form 
it appears, it 1s ſtill called, The Grace of God. 
Every good Gift proceeds from Love: And 
nothing can produce an Effect more excellent 


than it t elf: But the Gift which God beſtows 


upon his Elect, is himſelf: For he often re- 
peats the Promiſe, Iwill be their God. (g) And 
when he makes Promiſe to his People, of the 
rich Bleſſings of his Love; he aſſures them, 
that it is his very Eſſence that ſtands engaged; 


in theſe emphatical Expreſſions; With my whole 


Heart, and with my qwhole Soul. (H) Therefore 
the Love of God is abſolutely ſovereign, in- 


dependent, and infinitely perfect ; having nei- 
ther Beginning nor End; nor can be ſubject 


to any Change, or Fluctuation : As it is 
nothing leſs than the eternal J AM. 

2. The Love of God is eternally fixed, upon 
an immutable Object, with infinite Delight. 


* 
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(e) II. Corin. xiii. 11. 1. Pet. v. 10. (2) Gen, xvii. 8. 
Rev. xxi. 7, (5) Jer. XXXU. 41. 
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Love does not exiſt without its Ohject; nor 


can be prior thereto, or of longer Continu- 
ance. Love and its Object are indiviſible Cor- 
relatives; and muſt perfectly coincide; both 
in Similarity and Duration. Love cannot 
poſſibly extend farther than it apprehends De- 


ſirableneſs, or finds Suitableneſs in the Object 


beloved. Therefore, the ſole and univerſal 
Centre of God's infinite Love, and eternal 
Delight; where his Soul reſteth with invari- 
able Pleaſure and Satisfaction ; is, Chriſt Feſus. 
the Lord.----The only begotten Son, which is in 
tbe Boſom of the Father. (i) For Chriſt is very. . 
God-Man, God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, (-) 
And as he is the Eſſence of God, all the 


| divine Perfections dwell in him: And. as he is 


manifeſt in our Nature, all the divine Attributes 
ſhine forth in him, 7/ho being the Brightneſs of 
his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon: (I) 


He therefore is, the alone Object of divine 


Complacency; where the Love of God termi- 
nates, with ultimate Joy. As God the Father 
(over and again) ceſtifies ; This is my bcloved 
Son, in whom T am well pl:zaſed. (m) And points 
him out, as the ſuperlative Deſire of his 
Heart: Behold my Servant whom 1 uphold, mine 
Eta in whom my Soul delighteth. (n) And both 
John the Bapliſt, and the Lord Jeſus himſelf, 
give this Teſtimony; The Father loveth the 
Jon. % And this glorious Pattern of ample 
Perfection, Immanuel, ſtood compleat in the 


Godhead from all 1 For tho' the 


* 
— — 


0˙0 jo i. 18. (4) J. Tim. n. 26; ) Heb. i. z. 
(m) Mat. iii. 17. xvii. 5. (2) Iſai. xlii. 1. (a) Joh. 
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human Nature was not brought forth into 
actual Exiſtence, or open Manifeſtation, for 
Men to behold his Glory, until the Fulneſs 
of Time; yet, he really did ſubſiſt (as preſent) 


in the divine Mind; and never was abſent 


from his Sight. For he who is the Wiſdom 
of God, expreſly declares; The Lord poſſeſſed 
me in the Beginning of bis Way, before his 
Works of old. Then I was by bim, as one 

brought up with him: And I was daily bis Delight, 
rejoicing always before him.(p) This was not 
from ſome certain Period of Creation : For it 
was before any of the Works of God; abſo- 
lutely from Eternity; when no created Being 
had any Exiſtence, but in the divine Counſel, 
Nor does it reſpect him in his Godhead, ex- 
cluſiye of his Manhood; for it is Chriſt, the 
Anointed, who is called, The Wiſdom of God. (q) 
But the divine Nature (abſtractedly conſidered) 
never was anointed. And it was the Man 
Feſus, who ſaid to his Father, For thou lovedſt 
mme before the Foundation of the World. (r) 
3. The Love of God, having its full Reſt 
in Chriſt, is extenſive to all the Members of 
his Body: For as all that is God, centers in 
Chriſt; ſo all that is in Chriſt, centers in the 

Love of God. God's Elect, in themſelves 
conſidered, as Creatures; have nothing to 
recommend them to his Acceptance: But 
being choſen in Chriſt, they ſtand in the 
Relation of a Wife, or in the Relation of 
Sons and Daughters; and appear hefore God 
in the ample Perfection of the Son of his 
Love. As a Man who has an only Son, the 


* 


(2) Prov. viii. 22, 30. (?) I. Cor. i. 24. (r) John xvii. 24. 
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higheſt Object of his Affection, takes De- 
light in dis Son's Family; his Son's Wife, 
and Children, are all eſteemed, and loved as 
his own Children: But this Love ' does not 
ed from any perſonal Excellencies in 
them; but from their Relation to his firſt- 
born. He delights to ſee every amiable Qua- 
ay in them, and uſes every proper Means 
to produce it. This is the Effect; not the 


Cauſe of his Love. His Love to his Son is 
tte alone Fountain, from whence his Love 


to the Family ſprings. So, the Love of God 
to his People flows entirely thro* Chriſt Jeſus. 
He takes Delight to ſee them holy; 3 and gra- 
ciguſly makes them ſo. But this is the Ef- 
fect of his Love; and not the Cauſe. For 
the Foundation of his Love to them, is his 
Love to his own Son; which extends itſelf 
to every Individual of his Children; and they 


are loved with the very ſame Love as the 
firſt-born is. This is a Truth acknowledged 
by Jeſus Chriſt, to his Father; Thou—baſt 


ſoded them, as thou baſt loved me. And he 


ſmews himſelf well pleaſed and delighted there- 


in; I have declared unto them thy Name, and 
will declare it: That the Love wherewith thou 
haft loved me, may be in them, and 1 in them. (s) 
And he tells his Diſciples, The Father himſelf 


vel Jeu. (:) And that we may underſtand, 


that the Love of the Father and the Love 
of the Son is the very ſame, he lays, As the 
Father hath loved me, ſo have I loved you. (u) 
The Apo Paul clearly 1525 that the Love 
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of God proceeds to his People, alone in 
Chriſt; when magnifying the rich Bleſſings 
of Grace, from the Father, and the Son, he 


makes this Acknowledgement; To the Praiſe 
F the Glory of bis Grace, wherein he hath made 


us accepted in the Beloved. (w) And again, he 
joins the Love of the Father and the Son, 
in the Gifts of Grace; Now our Lord Feſus 


Chriſt bimſelf, and God even our Father, which 
bath loved us, and given us everlaſting Conſola- 


tion, and good Hope through Grace. (x) And the 
Apoſtle Joby admires the Freeneſs, Extenſive- 
neſs, and Sovereignty of adopting Love ; Be- 


Hold what Manner of Love the Father hath 
beſtowed upon us, that we ſnould be called the 


Sons of God.----- Herein is Love, not that we 


loved God, but that be loved us. ()) 


4. The Love of God is ſuperlative Love; 


of the higheſt Kind, beyond all Meaſure and 


Degree. For as it is truly divine, it muſt 


be abſolutely infinite; and cannot be circum- 


ſcribed in any Bounds. Its Height cannot 


poſſibly be aſcended, its Depth ſounded, nor 
its Length and Breadth deſcribed by any cre- 


ated Being. For Sin has abounded to the 
utmoſt Extent of the Creation : But where Sin 
abounded, Grace did much more abound. (x) And 
where the Wretchedneſs and Miſery of a 
State of Sin 1s deſcribed, in the moſt . 
niſhing Light; Salvation is aſcribed to the 


| Greatneſs of the Love of God: But God 


who is rich in Mercy for his great Love where- 
with he 7 — us. Which is alſo called, T be _ 
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(a0) Eph. i. 6, 105 II. Theſ. ii. 16. 00 I, John iii. 1. 
iv. 10. () Rom. v. 20. 
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exceeding Riches of his Grace. — Te unſearch- 


able Riches of Chriſt. (a) And again, The 
Riches of his Glory: And, The Riches of the 
Glory of this Myſtery. (b) And that the Love 
of God is of a much more ſtupendous Na- 
ture, than any Thing that can poſſibly be 
found in any Creature; fully appears, in 


comparing the Words of Chriſt with the 
Words of Paul: The former tells us, Greater 


Love hath no Man than this, That a Man 
lay down his Life for his Friends. (c) The lat- 
ter eſteems ſuch Love to Friends exceeding 
rare to be found; yet ſhews how far the 


Love of God has exceeded: But God com- 


mendeth his Love towards us, in that while we 
were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us. ben 


we were Enemies, we were reconciled to God 


by the Death of his Son. (d) Yea, the Love 
manifeſted in Chriſt, in that he gave himſelf 
for us, laid down his Life for the - Sheep, 
and purchaſed his Church with his own. 


Blood; is a full Demonſtration, that it is 


beyond the Line of any created Being: And 
therefore the Apoſtle Joh» makes this Re- 
mark upon it; Hereby perceive we the Love of 
God, becauſe he laid down his Life for us. (e) 
5, The Love of God is unextinguiſhable. 


As the Holy Ghoſt teſtifies : Many Waters can- 


not quench Love, neither can the Floods drown 
it. (/) But in a ftrict Senſe, this can only 
be true, of the Love of God. For the Love 
of Creatures, however ſtrong it be, is not 


(a) Eph. ii. 1—7. iii. 8. (5) Rom. ix. 23. Col. i. 27. 
(e) John xv. 13. (4) Rom. v. 8, 10. (e) J. John iii. 16. 
eit n . rn 
; un- 
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unquenchable: But the Love of God is abſo- 
Jutely ſo.— The Love of Creatures may be 
quenched by Slights, Inſults, and Provocations 
from the beloved Object: But the Love of 
God is Proof againſt all the Unkindneſs that his 
People can be guilty of. For when their In- 
gratitude was ſo great, that he ſays, 70 
haſt not called upon me, O Jacob, but thou haſt 
been weary of me, O lſrael.——Thou haſt made 
me to ſerve with thy Sins, thou haſt wearied me 
with thine Iniquities : His Love and Grace im- 
mediately overflows; 1, even 1 am be that 
blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for mine own Sake, 
and will not remember thy Sins. (g) And when 
their Rebellion was fo high, that the Lord 
complains; My People have forgotten me Days 
evithout Number. Thou haſt played the Harlot 
with many Lovers. Tho haſt ſpoken and done 
evil Things as thou couldeſt: His Love flames 
above all, in the molt endearing Invitations 
Zet return again to me, ſaith the LORD,_— 
Wilt thou not from this Time cry unto me, My 
Faber? Turn, O backſliding Children, faith 
the LORD, for 1 am married unto you. (bh) Yea, 
when their Iniquity had riſen to an Aggra- 
vation, equal to that of Sodom; the Fervour 
of his Love never abates: Nevertheleſs I will _ 
remember my Covenant with thee in the Days of 
thy Youth, and I will eſtabliſh unto thee an ever- 
_ laſting Covenant, &c. (i) The Love of Crea- 
tures may be aſſwaged, and at laſt extinguiſhed, 
by the Difficulties which may attend the Ma- 
nifeſtation thereof: When there can be no 


GT 


(g) Iſai. xliii. 22, 24, 25. (5) Jer, ii. 32. iii. 1, 4, 5, 1 
(7) Ezek. xvi. 60, . () ] 3 „15, 14. 
En- 
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Enjoyment of the Object, but through the 
ſevereſt Hardſhips, bot deepeſt Sufferings; the 
Love of a Creature cannot endure. But the 
Love of Chriſt was unmoveable, through the 
| deepeſt Extremities. His Sufferings for his 
| 1 Church, were not only the moſt exquiſite, but 
| the moſt extenſive: For he not only com- 
plains, My Heart is like Wax, it is melted in the 
midſt of my Bowels: But he adds, Thou haſt 
brought me into the Duſt of Death.(k) He was | 
not only, Wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, bruiſed 
for our Iniquities : But, He was cut off out 6 5 
| the Land of the Living. — I pleaſed the Lord 
to bruiſe him, he hath put him to Grief: And 
this to the very utmoſt; He hath poured out 
His Soul unto Death. (I) Yet, all was performed 
with the greateſt Chearfalnefa, without the leaſt 
| Regret: I lay down my Life for the Sheep.— 
No Man taketh it from me, but J lay it down 
of myſelf. (m) 

6. The Love of God is inſeparable. from 
its Objects. Be Creatures ever ſo affectionate, 
their e may be intercepted; by Diſtance 
i of Time, or Place; by Miſrepreſentations, or 
i falſe Accuſations; by Intereſt, or Diſappoint- 
15 ments; by Changes in the beloved Object, 

or other Objects intervening. Sc. But the 
Love of God is immutable ; nor can it poſ- 
fibly know a Change: Can a Woman forget 
Ber ſucking Child, that ſhe ſhould not have Com- 
paſſion on the Son of her Womb? Yea, they may 
forget, yet will J not forget thee. (n) His Love 
Was not miſguided, or pes 2 ſo as 
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(059 Pſal. xxii. 14, 15. 65 Ia. lui. 5, 8, 10, 12, (ﬆ) "TY 
K. 15, 18. (2) Iſai. xlix. 15. 


ſome 


1 


h TT 
ſome Unworthineſs in the Object, unexpect- 
edly diſcovered, ſhould afterwards cauſe it to 
recede : For he ſays, I knew that thou wwouldſt 


deal very treacherouſly : Yet expreſſes Abundance 


of loving Kindneſs; for which he gives this 
Reaſon ;, For mine own Sake, even for mine own 
Sake will I do it. (o) And by the invariable 
Conſtancy of his Love, he makes his People 
know that it is himſelf: And ye fball know 
that I am the LORD, when 1 have wrought 
with you fer my Name's Sake, not according to 
your wicked Ways, nor according to your corrupt 


GOD. (2) Nor does the Love of God want 
Stability and Fortitude, to maintain its Ground 
againſt all the Power and Policy of the Ene- 
my: For Jelus teſtifies of his Sheep, I give 
unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall never pe- 


 riſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my 


Hand. My Father which gave them me, is greater 


than all; aud none is able to pluck them out of 
my Father's Hand.(q) And again, Upon this Rock 


1 will build my Church; and the Gates of Hell 


Hall not prevail againſt it. (.) And hence the 


Apoſtle makes this bold Challenge, Who fhall 


| ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt? And ga- 
thers this indubitable Perſuaſion, That neither 


Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor *Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things ta 
come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Crea- 
cure, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love 


8 


of God which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. (5) 


—yL 


(e) Iſai. xlvii. 8, 11. (2) Ezek. xx. 44. (7) Joh. x. 
28, 29. (r) Mat. xvi. 18. (5) Rom. viii. 35, 38, 39. 
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his Love is himſelf, and he is, The everlaſting 
God. (t) And foraſmuch as, Love is God; the 


ſame with the divine Eſſence; it muſt be of 
eternal Duration: For in the LORD JEH O- 


VAH is everlaſting Strength. (u) And the Love 


of God muſt be the ſame in Continuance, with 
the primary beloved Object, in whom it cen- 
ters, Feſus Chriſt the ſame Yeſterday, and To-ũday, 
and for ever. (w) By whatever Name; or Cha- 


racter, God is pleaſed to make himſelf known 
to his People; he is their God, and they are 
the Children of his Love, conſidered in that 


very Capacity: And he ſpeaks to [ad under 
this Character, The eternal God is thy Refuge, 

and underneath are the everlaſting Arms. (x) There- 
| fore his Love is abſolutely eternal.— That it 


is from Eternity, without Beginning, his Word 


is plain: The LORD hath appeared of old unto 


me, ſaying, Yea, I have loved thee with an ever- 
laſtins Love: therefore with loving Kindneſs have 
T drawn thee. (y)) And concerning the Meſ- 
ſiah (who never went forth but in the Love 


of God to his Choſen) it is ſaid, Jhoſe Goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlaſting. (2) 


And Moſes looks back to the Eternity of God, 
to ſhew the antient Reſidence of the Church, 
in the Boſom of their Father: LORD, thou 
haſt been our Dwelling Place in all Generations. 
Before the Mountains were brought forth, or ever 


thou hadſt formed the Earth and the World: Even 
from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art God. (a) 


() Gen. xxi. 33. («) Ifai. xxvi. 4. (ww) Heb. xiii. 8. 
(x) Deut. xxx11. 27. (5) Jer. xxxi. 3. (z) Mich. v. 2. 
(a) Pial. xc. I, 2. — 


Upon 


7. The Love of God is everlaſting: For 


F 
* 


1 


Hoa 


Upon this ancient Love, David pleads with 


God: Remember, O LORD, thy tender Mercies, 


and thy loving Kinaneſſes: For they have been 


ever of old.(b) And that it is to Eternity, or 


without End, his Word aſſures us: W:th ever- 


laſting Kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, ſaith 


the LORD thy Redeemer.---For the Mountains 


| ſhall depart, and the Hills be removed, but my Kind- 
neſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the Co- 


venant of my Peace be removed, ſaith the LORD, 
that hath Mercy on thee. (c) And of the Lord, 


Immanuel, it is ſaid, Having loved his own which 
dere in the World, he loved them unto the End, (d) 


In the ſecond Place, I come to point out ſome 
of the Productions of the Love of God. 


I. It is the original Source, Ground, and 
Center of all God's eternal Counſels, Purpoſes, 


Promiſes, and Ordinations of Grace; in Behalf 


of his Church, thro* Chriſt Jeſus. The eternal 
Plan of Grace and Glory, complete in the infi- 


nite Comprehenſion of the divine Mind, was no 
other than the going forth of the Love of God 


in Chriſt, to his Church. As it is fully expreſſed, 


in the Relation which (Chriſt) the Wiſdom of 
God gives of himſelf, betore the World. Re- 


joicing in the habitable Part of his Earth, and my 


Delights were with the Sons of Men. (e) The 
Scripture very largely aſcribes all the Bleſſings 
of Salvation and everlaſting Life, which are 
exhibited in Time; to God's Foreknowledge, 
Election, Predeſtination, and Gift given, before 


the World was: Which plainly appear to pro- 
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(3) Pfal. xxv. 6. (o) Ifai. liv. 8. 10. (4) John xiii, 1. 
(e) Prov. viii. 3 1. w_ 
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ceed from no other Fountain, but God himſelf, 


which is Love.. And hence we thus read, For 


whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to 
be conformed to the Image of his Son, that he might 
be the firſt-born among many Brethren, Moreover, 
whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called: And 


whom be N them be alſo juſtified : And whom 


he juſtified, them he alſo g:orified. (f)---T hat he might 


make known the Riches of his Glory on the Veſſels of 
Mercy, which he had afore prepared unto Glory. (g) 


---V/e ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, even 
the hidden Wiſdom which God ordained before the 


Werld unto our Glory. (h)--- Accoraing as he hath 
choſen us in him, before the Foundation of the World, 
| that wwe ſhould be holy, and without Blame before 
Him in Love: Having predeſtinated us unto the 


Adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, ac- 
cording to the good Pleaſure of his Will.---1n whom 
alſo we have obtained an Inheritance, being predeſti- 


nated according to the Purpoſe of him who worketh 


all Things after the Counſel of his own Will. (i) 
---To make all Men ſee, what is the Fellowſhip of 


the Myſtery, which from the Beginning of the World 
hath my hid in God, who created all Things by 


Feſus Chriſt.--- According to the eternal Purpoſe 


which he purpoſed in Chrijt Feſus our Lord. (&) 


---Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an boly 
Calling, not accoraing to our Works, but according 


to his own Purpoſe and Grace which was given us 


in Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began. (I)--- in 
"06 of eternal "30m which God hut cannot 55 


ä 


— OT] 7 


72 Rom. viii. 29, 30. (g Rom: ix. 23. Ty 1 Cor. ii. 7. 
(i) Eph. i. 4. 5, 11. (4) Eph. iii. 9. 11. (J) 2 Tim. i. 9. 


promiſed 
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promiſed before the World began. (m). Elect ac- 
cording to the Foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through Santtification of the Spirit unto Obedience, 
and ſprinkling of the Blood of Feſus Chriſt.---Who 
verily was fore-ordained before the Foundation of 
the World, but was manifeſt in theſe laſt Times for 
you. (n)---Theſe Texts, with a Cloud of other 
Witneſſes, in the Scriptures, do undeniably 
evince this precious Truth: That the Love of 


0 God in Chriſt is the very Spring, Life, and 


Eſſence of his eternal Counſel of Grace; and 
that his Purpoſe of Grace in his beloved Son, 
prior to the Creation, is the Foundation, and 
divine Origin of all the Salvation, Life, Felicity, 
and Glory, that his Children ſhall enjoy in Time 


or Eternity. Upon this Foundation, the Goſpel 


of Grace is now preached unto us: The Works 
were finiſhed from the Foundation of the World. (o) 
And upon the very ſame Ground, the Saints 
ſhall enter the Kingdom of Glory at the laſt 


Day: Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on his 


right Hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- + 
rit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foun- 
dation of the World. (p) 

2. In Conſequence of the ſuperlative Love 


of God, Chriſt Jeſus was given to us: The 


greateſt Gift in Heaven or Earth : God's own 
Image and Glory ; his firſt, and only begotten 
Son: For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Sonu 
is given, and the Government ſhall be upon his 
Shoulder : and his Name ſhall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 


(m) Tit. i. 2. () 1 Pet. i. 2, 20. (e) Heb. iv. z. 
(2) Mat. xxv. 34. . | 
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ther, the Prince of Peace. (q) And Jeſus gives 
this Reaſon why he was given to us; For God 


fo loved the World, that be gave bis only begotten 


Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. (:?) And John 
gives the ſame Keaſon: In this was manifeſied 
the Love of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent 
his only begotten Son into the World, that we 
might live through bim. (s) He that is Heir of all 
Things 1s given to the Church in Marriage 
Union, to be the Huſband, and Head of the 


Body; and in this Relation he ſtands, in all his 


Fulneſs, and in all his Glory: And he is before 


411 7 hings, and by bim all Things conſiſt. And he 


is the Head of the Body, the RE. (t)--- And 
hath put all Things under his Feet, and gave him 


to be the Head over all Things to the Church, 


which is his Body, the Fulneſs of him that filleth 
all in all.--- For the Huſband is the Head of the © 


Wife, even as Chriſt is the Head of the Church : 


and be is the Saviour of the Body. (u) He is 


given as a Covenant: The Mediator, Surety, 


and Performer of all Things contained in the 
everlaſting Covenant, for the Glory of God, 
and the eternal Felicity of his People : 1 the 


LORD have called thee in Righteouſneſs, and will 


Bold thine Hand, and will keep thee, and give thee 
for a Covenant of the People, for a Light of the 
Gentiles. (w)--- And J will preſerve thee, and give 
thee for a Covenant of the People, to eſtabliſh the 


Earth, to cauſe to inherit the dejulate Heritages. (x) 


(7) Iſai. ix. 6. (r) John iii. 16. (s) 1 John iv. 9, 
(). Col. i. 17, 18. (z) Eph. i. 22, 23. v. 23. (uy) Hai. 
xlii. 6. uy, Ifai, xlix. 8. 

He 
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He is God's Salvation, given to be the Salvation 
of his choſen; and hence Zacharias rejoiced in 
the Lord, ſaying, Bleſſed be the Lord God of I, 


SS ral, for be hath viſited and redeemed his People, 


and hath raiſed up an Horn of Salvation for us, in 
the Houſe of his Servant David. (y) And he 1s 
given to be eternal Life to all his Members: 
He that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting 
Life. (2)—— And this is the Record, that God bath 
given to us eternal Life; and this Life is in his 
Son. (a) Yea, Chrilt is given in all his Fulneſs 
and Perfection; all the Excellency and Bleſſed- 
neſs that dwells in him is the Gift of the Father's 
Love to his Church: For it pleaſed the Fa- 
ther, that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell. (O) And 
the Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us 
Full of Grace and Truth.— And of his Fulneſs have 
all we received, and Grace for Grace. (c) = 
The Love of God was the Cauſe of his 
giwing the Life of his Son; and of the Son 
giving his Life a Ranſom for us. It was not 
ſufficient to oive him in the neareſt Relation, 
and in the infinite Riches of Grace and Glory; 
but, for our Sins, he delivered him to Death : 
To put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. (d) This 
is Love, ſuch as cannot be in any but Jehovah. 
himſelf; to take our Sins and our Sorrows, 
and lay them on the Darling of his Boſom; 
and cauſe him to ſuffer the moſt intenſe Agonies, 
that we might eſcape deſerved Vengeance. Yet, 
the moſt High God hath thus commended his 


_— 


65 1 68, 69. 000 John ; 111, 36 (4) I John, v. 11. 
(5) Col. i. 19. (c) Joh. i. 14, 16. (4) Heb. ix. 26. 
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| Love to us: A we like Sheep Fave gone aſtray : 
14 we have turned every one to his own Way, and the N 
i Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity of us all. (e) 3 
14 For he hath made him to be Sin for us, who knew 1 
1 no Sin; that we might be made the Righteouſneſs 7 
F God in bim. ()- bo was delivered for our 
14 Offences, and was raiſed again for our Juſtificd. 
4 tion. (g) God imputed to him our Sins, and 
1 laid on him our Iniquities; he delivered him 
' into the Hand of vindictive Juſtice, and faw 
* Judgment executed upon him: Awake, O Sword, 
againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the Man that is 
6 y Fellow, ſaith the LORD of Hoſts: ſmite the 
* _ Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered: and 1 
1 will turn my Hand upon the little Ones. (H Thus 
1 Chriſt was conſigned to Puniſhment, and his 
Children ſcattered from the Danger, that the 
1 Hand of God might gather them in Mercy. 
1 And this was no fictitious Delivery and Puniſh- 5 
14 ment; for the Sentence was irreverſible, and the 7 
105 Anguiſh which he ſuffered was real: The Burn- 
is ing "Wrath was fo fierce as to agonize the 
10 Soul of the Prince of Lite, and caufe him to 
5 iweat Drops of Blood. Nor was there any other 1 
1 Way of Redemption: For ſince the immutable | 
9 Law of God requires the Life of the Sinner, and 
170 Chriſt (in a Law Senſe) was made Sin in their 3 
4 Stead, it was not poſſible for him to make Sa- 5 
i tisfaction, without ſuffering the ſame Puniſn- N 
| þ ment, and laying down his Life, —And that he 
17 did ey ſuffer the Jo Deſert of Sin, in a 
ji ER th 5 
i. | 
i (e) Ha. is. 6, -C/) U. Cor. v. 21. / Rom. iv. 25 
7 ) Zech. xiii. 7. 
; a ſtrict 
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7 ſtrict and proper Senſe, the Scriptures do clearly 

1 manifeſt, and ſubſtantially verify: Chriſt hath 

* redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, being made 

* aCurſe for us. (i) —Who his own ſelf bare our Sins 

7 in his own Body on the Tree. (k)— For Chriſt hath 

3 once ſuffered for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that 
be might bring us to God. (I) — This is ſuch an in- 
conteſtable Proof of the Greatneſs, Freeneſs, and 
Immutability of the 1.ove of God, that from 
hence the Apoſtle takes Liberty to conclude 
upon its being abſolutely unlimited: He that 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered bim up for us 
all, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us 
all Things. (m) %öĩ ;, 5 

4. God, in the inconceivable Riches of his 

Love, gives his holy Spirit to his Children. 
This is nothing inferior to the Gift of his Son; 
for the Holy Ghoſt is very God. There are three © 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are One. (n) 
The Lord Jeſus argues the Certainty of this 
divine Gift, upon the Strength of divine pater- 
nal Love: If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good Gifts unto your Children: how much more ſhall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that aſk bim. (o) Paul aſſerts this Gift to be 
given in conſequence of the filial Relation of 
God's Elect : Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your Hearts, crying, 

Abba, Father. (p) And, that God ſhould take 

: his Reſidence in his Church, and pitch upon her 

93 85 3 

(i) Gal. iii. 13. (4) I. Pet. ii. 24. 0) I. Pet. iii. 18. 

Cr) Rom. viii. 32. (#) I. Joh. v. 7. (s) Luk. xi. 13. 
% Gal. iv. 6. . 
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as the Habitation of his eternal Delight, is a 
Demonſtration of the higheſt Love: For the 
LORD hath choſen Zion: he hath defired it for his 
Habitation. This is my Reſt for ever: here will J 
dewell, for I have defired it. (q) Thou haſt received 
Gifts for Men; yea, for the Rebellious alſo, that the 


LORD God might dwell among them. (r) Even 


the Spirit of Truth, whom the World cannot receive, 


| becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him: but 


ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be 

in you. (s)— Know ye not that ye are the Temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you © (t) 
It is by him alone that we receive all ſpiritual 


Bleſſings; that we experience the Love of God 


in our Hearts; ; and enjoy Communion with the 


Father and the Son. For no heavenly Bleſſing, 


or Gift of Grace, can enrich our Souls, but by 
the ſpecial Influence of the Holy Ghoſt. As it 
is written, No Man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, 


but by the Holy Ghoſt. (u) And Chriſt, the Foun- 
tain of all Bleſſings, faith, He ſhall elerify me : for 


he ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you. 


All Things that the Father hath are mine : therefore 
aid I, that he fhall take of mine, and ſhall ſhew it 
uno you. (w) By the powerful Operation of the 
Spirit of Holineſs, Souls are born of God: Chriſt 
dwells vitally in their Hearts by Faith; and he 


who is the Life, becomes Life in them: Not. by 
Works of Righteouſneſs which we have dont, but 
according to his Mercy be ſaved us by the waſhing 


* n, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; 


— —— — — 


2) Pfal. cxxxii. 13, 14. (r) Pfal. Ixviii. 18. (5) Joh. xiv. 


17. (z) I. Cor. iii. 16. (2) I. Cor. xii. 3. (av) Joh. 


XV1- 14, 15. 
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which he ſed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour. x) - is every one that is born 
of the Spirit. (y)—And thus Paul prayed for 
the Epheſians, That he would grant you according t9 
the Kickes of his Glory, to be ſtrengtbned with Might, 
by his Spirit in the inner Man; that Chrijt may dwell 
in your Hearts by Faith (2) By his gracious Com- 
munications, the Saints have their Minds enlarg- 
ed in divine Things, enriched with ſpiritual 3 el 
ſings, compoſed in ſacred Peace, and exh; IG 
with heavenly Joy: I will pour Water upon 
that is thirſty, and Floods upon the ary Sent . 7 
ill pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, ana my Hleſfing 
upon thine Off ſpring. (a) — He that betevetb on me 
as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly jpall j fac 

Rivers of living Waters. But this (paxe he of the 
Spirit, which they that believe dein fig receive. 
% or the Kingdom of God is Kightronjnes aud 
Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghojt, (e) By his illu- 
minating Influence their Ticarts arg opened, to 
receive, underſtand, and judiciouſly to di ſtinguiſh 
divine Truths; whereby they are eſtabliſhed in 
Faith, grounded and ſettled in the Precious Doc- 
trines of the everlaſting Goſpel : 7 he Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom ihe Father will ſend 
in my Name, he foal teach you all Things, and bring 
all Things to your Remembrance, WHAt joever I have 
faid unto you. (a) —— Which I tings alſo we ſpeak, 
not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghojt teache:th, comparing ſniritual 
Things with ſpiritual. (e) By him they are ſeal- 


a 


60 Tit. iii. [5 . Toh. ili. 8. (z) Eph. ji. 16, 17. 
(a) Iſa. xliv. 3. (6) Joh. vii. 38, 39. (c) Rom. xiv. 17. 
(4) Joh, Mv. 20. (% I. Cor. ii. 13. | 
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ed; and enjoy the full and clear Teſtimony of 
their Adoption: Ze have received the Spirit of 9 
Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (-le 
which ſtabliſbeth us with you in Chriſt, and hath 
anointed us, is God: who hath aljo ſealed us, and 
given the Earneſt of the Spirit in our Hearts. (g) — 
In whom aljo after that ye believed, ye were Sake . 
with that Holy Spirit of Promiſe. (hb) And by the C7 
Holy Ghoſt they enjoy ſtrong Conſolation, re- 1 
joicing in Hope of Chriſt's ſecond Coming: 
Looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Ap- 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. (1) Ile that haih wrought us for the ſelf- 
fame Thing, is God, who alſo hath given unto us the 
Earneſt of the Spirit. (k)-— Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto the Day of 
Redemption. (1) For we through the Spirit wait 
for the Hope of Righteouſneſs by Faith. (m) Having 
ſuch Contolation, ſuch a Seal, and ſuch a bleſſed 
Hope; they are not afraid of the Appearance of 
Death; for Jeſus is their Lite: They can, with 
ſteady Mind, reſigned Will, and rejoicing Heart, 
apply to themſelves that well - digeſted Sentencde 
of ſacred Experience: I know whom | have be- 
lieved, and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep ; 
that which I have committed unto him againſt that 
Day. (n) This was the Stay and Confidence of 
my dear Brother, when living, He was, by the 
divine Comforter, directed into the Love of tze 
Father, and the Son. And finding Chriſt to be (7 
his Life; his Soul illuminated into the Mareen . 


77)-Rom. within {q- I Gre k-21, 45 tO) X 
! ̃ Eph. iv. = 
30. (m) Gal. v. 5. (z) II. Tim. i. 12. 
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| [ 27 ] 
of heavenly Grace; his Heart eſtabliſhed in e- 
vangelical Truths; bleſſed with the Enjoyment 
of ſpiritual Union with Chriſt; and full Aſſurance 
of Hope; which, to his ſtrong Conſolation, he 


found, As an Anchor of the Scul, both fare and 
ftedfaſt ; becauſe it entered, Into that within 


the Vail: (o) He therefore dreaded not any 
Surge or Billow ; he apprehended not any Storm 
or Tempeſt, which the Fury of Hell might raiſe, 


to make Death appear the King of Terrors. His 
Mind was ſerene, his Comfort ſtrong, and his Joy 


ſincere; for he found that Part of the Holy Word 
verified in himſelf; Hope maketh not aſhamed, be- 
cauſe the Love of God 1s ſhed abroad in our Hearts, 


_ by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us. (p 


5. The Love of God is the original Fountain 


of eternal Glory to the Church. The complete 


Fruition of God in endleſs Felicity, cannot pro- 
ceed from any other Cauſe, but a free Gift of di- 
vine Bounty. Therefore Jeſus ſays to his Lambs, 


Tear not, little Flock; for it is your Father's good 
Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom. (q) And before 
his Father he pleads it as a free Gift, from his 
Father to himſelf, and from him to his Choſen : 
The Glory which thou gaveſt me, I have given them. 
— Father, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt 
given me, be with me where 1 am; that they may 
behold my Glory which thou haſt given me. (r) This 


is the higheſt Summit of Bliſs, to which a finite 
Being can poſſibly aſcend ; the brighteſt Beam 


of Glory, that can poſſibly ſhine upon a Crea- 


(e) Heb. vi. 19. (pf Rom. v. 5. (7) Luk. xii. 32. 


————— 


(r) Joh. xvii. 22, 24. 
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ture: The Sun ſhall be no more thy Light by Day, 
neither for Brightneſs ſhall the | / wg give Light” 
ſhall be unto thee an 
. 


unto thee : 
everlaſting Light, and thy God thy 
The City had no need of the Sun, neither of the Moon 
for the Glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb is the Light thereof. — hey ſhall ſee 
and his Name ſhall be in their 3 


to ſhine in it: 


his Face; 


57 


the Church: 


[28] 


but the LORD 


This is the higheſt Pitch of Perfection to 
She enjoys her God, and drinks in 
the Delights of eternal Love; whereby ſhe is 


transformed into the Rolmbiance of 0 King, 


nels: 


and reflects the Radiance of his ſupreme Bright- 
The Ranſomed of the LORD jhall return and 
come to Zion with Songs, and everlaſting Joy upon 
their Heads: they ſhall obtain Foy and Gladneſs, and 
Sorrot and Sighing ſhall flee away. (u) — {nu thy 
Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, at thy right Hand there 


are Pleaſures for evermore. —1 ſhall be ſatisfied, 


when I awake, with thy Likeneſs. (w)—T hen ſhall. 
the Righteous ſhine forth as the dun, in the King- 


dom of their Father. (x) 


In the third Place, I come to conſider how the 
Lord directs his People's Hearts into the Love 
and by what Steps he brings them. 

The faſt Part of the Enquiry is, Whereby 
does the Lord direct their Hearts? To which the 


of God; 


Anſwer is, He directs them by his ſacred Word, 
and by his Holy Spirit. 


I. In the ſacred Word, the whole Counſel of 
God is SPY revealed ; Kis Mind and Will 1s 


0 Ila. I. 19. 


10. 


(ww) Pſal. xvi. 11. xvii. 15. 


(7) Rey. xxi. 23. XX. 4. 


(x) Mat. xili. 43. 


— 


(u) Ta. xxxv. 
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abundantly manifeſt, in a moſt pure and conſpi- 
cuous Light: So that it is a perfect Guide, in 
all Things of a heavenly Nature. This Word 
is complete: Nor is there any other Way where- 
by a Creature can poſſibly attain to the Know- 
ledge of any Part of the Mind, of God, bur as 
they learn it from the Holy Scriptures. For in 
the Oracles of God, the Maſter of Aſſemblies 
hath bound up the Teſtimony, and ſealed the 
Law among his Diſciples : Therefore, To he Law 
and to the Teſtimony : if they ſpeak not according to 
this Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in them. () 


His Word is a perfect Syſtem of divine Wiſdom; 
and the Lord Chriſt honours it, as being ſufficient 


to direct his Diſciples into the Myſteries of Grace: 


have given unto them the Words which thou gaveſt 


mne; and they have received them, and have known. 
ſurely that I came out from thee. and they have be- 
lieved that thou didſt ſend me.(z) And Paul largely 


«acknowledges its Sufficiency, both in Matters of 


Faith and Practice: All Scripture is given by In- 
ſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for 


Keproof, for Correction, for Inſtruftion in Righteouſ- 


meſs ; that the Man of Gd may be perfect, throughly 
furniſhed unto all good Works (a) Yea, the Scrip- 
ture bears the higheſt Characters that poſſibly 
can be aſcribed to it. The Word of God, Word 
of Ch iſt, Word of Truth, Word of Grace, Word 
of Life, Word of Righteouſneſs, Word of Salvation, 
&c. And the greateſt Things are attributed to 
the Efficacy of the Word of God. The LORD 


8 


(3) 2 viii. 16, 20. (z) Joh. xvii. 8. (a) II. Tim. ili. 
10, 17. 
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L 30 ] 
GOD ſays, By every Word that proceedeth out of 4. 
the Mouth of the LORD doth Man live. and 
again, Is not my Word like as a Fire? ſaith the ; 
LORD: and like a Hammer that breaketh the 
Rock in Pieces. (b) Jeſus ſays, Heaven and Earth 9 
ſhall paſs away, but my Words ſhall not paſs away, © 
And again, Now ye are clean through the Word 
which I have ſpoken unto you. (c) David ſays, Thy 9 
Word hath quickened me. (d) The Meſſerger of i 
the Holy Ghoſt ſaid to Cornelius, concerning Pe- 
ter, Who ſhall tell thee Words, whereby thou and all 
thy Houſe ſhall be ſaved. (e) Peter ſays, Being born 
again, not of corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible, © 
by the Word of God which liveth and abideth for © 
ever. () Fohn ſays, But whoſo keepeth his Word, © 
in him verily is the Love of God perfected.(g) And 
Paul ſays, Brethren, I commend you to God and to 
the Word of his Grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an Inheritance among all them 
which are ſanctiſied. (S) From all theſe Teſtimo- 
nies it is undeniable, that Souls are directed into 
the Love of God, by his holy Word: And this 
the Diſciples underſtood, when they ſaid to the 
Lord, Thou haſi the M. rde of eternal Life. (i) RF 
And David ſhews it was the rejoicing of his 
Heart: Iwill worſhip towards thy holy Temple, 
and praiſe thy Name, for thy loving Kindneſs, and 
for thy Truth: for thou haſt __— thy Word 
above all 09 Name. ( k) 
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(8) Deut. viii. 3. Jer. xxiii. 29. 0 Mat. xxiv. 35. Joh. xv. 3 
(4) Pſal. cxix. 50. (e) Act. xi. 14. I. Pet. i. 5 
(g) J. Joh. ii. 5. (þ) Act. xx. 32. (7) Joh. vi. 68. 
Ck) Pſal. cxxxvin. 2. 
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2. The Holy Ghoſt is the ſpecial Director 
of his People into the Love of God. Jeſus made 
this Promiſe to his Diſciples ; hen he the Spirit 
of Truth is come, he will guide you into all Truth, 
Paul aſcribes all ſpiritual Illumination to 
the Holy Ghoſt; As it is written, Eye hath not 


ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entered into the 


Heart of Man, the Things which God hath prepared 


for them that love him: but God hath revealed them 


unto us by his Spirit. (m) And when reaſoning 


upon the killing Letter, and the vivifying Spirit, 
the Vail which is upon the unbelieving Mind, 
and the taking away thereof by the Lord; he 


ſays, The Lord is that Spirit : and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is Liberty. But we all with 
open Face, beholding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the ſame Image, from Glory 
40 Glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. (n) Theſe 
are no empty Speculations, but ſpiritual Teach- 


ings, under divine Influence ; which bring the 
Soul into that very Love of God, where it lives, 


loves, and delights; where it is renewed, and 


transformed into the Image of Chriſt ; where it 


knows and enjoys its Intereſt in its heavenly Fa- 
ther. As Chriſt aſſures us; Iwill pray the Father, 
and he ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever. — At that Day ye ſhall 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I 


in you. (0) And John teſtifies, that this Promiſe 
was fulfilled in the Experience of the Saints: 


Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 


WY 
— —— 


C1) Joh. xvi. 13. (mn) I. Cor. ii. 9, 10. (#) II. Cor. iii. 
177 18. %% Joh. xiv. 16, 20. 


which 


132 1 
which he hath given 16. Hereby know we that we 
dwell in him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given us 


of his Spirit. (p) Thus it is clear, that the Spirit 
of Truth is the alone, and the all- ſufficient Di- 


rector into the Love of God: For, The Things of 
God knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of God, (q) 
But we are not to imagine that the Word of 
God and the Spirit of Jruth are two ſeparate 
Guides; for they are One. The written Word 


is the Mind of the Holy Spirit: Hely Men of 
God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. (r) 


He is the Author of the ſacred Oracles, and they 
are the Goings-forth of the Spirit of God : As 
faith the Lord of Lite, I. 7s the Spirit that quick- 


eneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing: the Words that I 
 fpeak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are Life. (s) 


Kut we muſt diſtinguiſh between the Letter, and 
the Spirit of the Word: As the Apoſtle diſtin- 
guiſhes, when reaſoning upon the Efficacy of 
the Goſpel Miniſtry ; he calls the Believers, The 
Epiſile of Chriſt : and adds — Miniſtred by us, writ- 
ten not with Ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
God. And again, Our Sufficiency is of God: who 
alſo hath made us able Miniſters of the new Teſta- 
ment, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit. (t) All 
Men know that Words, whether expreſſed by 
Speech or Writing, are only the Form of Con- 
veyance, or the Way of communicating the 
Mind of one Pericn to another : And a Perſon 
may apprehend the Mode or Sound of what is 
ſpoken or written, when he does not at all enter 


a * 


(J. Ro 2% i 13: (9) E Cor. it. ii. . Pet. 
i. 21. , John vi. 63. 2 II. Cor. i i. 3, 5 6. 
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into the Mind, or Spirit of the Author. So, Per- 


[ 33 ] 


ſons may read and hear the Word of God, who 
never receive it, any further than their Eyes and 
Ears, or an empty Speculation in their Heads; 
and conſequently remain deſtitute of the Mind 
and Spirit of God therein contained: For it 
cannot be Spirit and Life to thoſe Perſons, into 
whoſe Hearts it does not enter; which is the 


Caſe of every unregenerate Soul: The natural 


Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God : 


for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. (u) 


But every faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel, and 
every true Believer in Chriſt, receives into his 
Heart, the Mind, Will, Truth, Love, Grace, 
Life, and Spirit of God, as revealed in his Word: 
As the Apoſtle ſaith again; But we have the Mind 


f Chriſl.(w) For the ſame Holy Ghoſt, who has 
communicated the Mind of God to us in the 


holy Scriptures, gives the Truth of that Word 


powerful Acceſs to their Hearts; they find the 


Word and eat it; they drink into one Spirit 
with Chriſt. For he reveals his whole Will in 


his Word, and by his divine Power cauſes that 


Revelation to take Place in our Souls. He. 


reaches no other Things but what are exhibited 


in the Bible, nor does he communicate his Grace 
any other Way but by his Word. Search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal Life, 
and they are they which teſtifie of me. (x) It is by 
the precious Truths contained in the ſacred 
Word, that the Soul receives, and enjoys all 


__ 


0 J. Cor. ii. 14. (w) I. Cor. ii, 16. (x) Joh. v. 39. 


341 
ſpiritual Bleſſings; but it is thro' the Energy of 
the holy Spirit they are made effectual. The 
Lips of the Prophet were touched with the live 
Coal from the Altar, but it was applyed by tbe 
Hand of the Seraph.(y) It ts noted of Chriſt and 
his Diſciples, Then opened he their Underſtanding, 
that they might underſtand the Scriptures. (Z) Of 
Lydia, Whoſe Heart the Lord opened, that ſhe at- 
tended unto the Things which were {poken of Paul. 
(a) Of the Theſſalonians; Our Goſpel came no! 
unto you in Word only, but alſo in Power, and in 
the Holy Ghoſt, and in much Aſſurance.(b) And of 
the Audience at Ce/area; While Peter yet ſpake 
theſe Words, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them which 
heard the Word. (c) 

The ſecond Part of the Enquiry i is, In what 
Way, or by what Steps does the Lord direct the 
Hearts of his People into the Love of God? To 
which the Anſwer is, He leads them firſt thro' 
divers Paſſages, or Antichambers, and fo brings 

them to the Door which opens into the heavenly 
Myſtery. 
1. He directs their Hearts into a Diſcovery 
of the Holineſs of God: Convincing them of 
the infinite Purity, Perfection, and incorruptible 1 
Excellency of the ſupreme Being. This is the _ 
firſt Thing that can be known of "God in a ſpi- 
ritual Light. The Holy Ghoſt, in the holy Scrip- 
tures, reveals the holy God: For in God there is 
nothing but Holineſs. Holineſs is inſeparable 
from his Exiſtence; it is his Nature; it is his 
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= Iſal. vi. 6, 7 (z) Luk. xiv. 45. (a) Act. xvi. 14. 3 
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Eſſence. All the divine Attributes are perfect 
HFHolineſs: All the Counſels, Words, and Works 
of God, are conſummately holy. The great 
JEHOVAH gives this Teſtimony of himſelf ; 
I the Lord your God am holy. (4) —T has ſaith the 
high and bfy One, that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe 
Name is holy, I dwe!l in the high and holy Place. (e) 
The holy Angels vail their Faces in his Preſence, 
and raiſe the higheſt Acclamations to the moſt 
adorable Majeſty, by this Name HOLY. And 
becauſe no other Word could lo comprehenſively 
expreſs his excellent Greatneſs, his Glory, and 
Perfection; they repeat it again and again. One 
cried unto avother, and ſaid, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the 
LORD F Hefts.Cf) And the living Intelligences, 
in the midſt, and round about his Throne, adore 
Fx in the ſame Manner, They reſt not Day and Night, 
* ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty. (g) 
"0 The Saints acknowledge his tremendous Holi- 
neſs, with the moſt protound Reverence : Who 
is like unto thee, O LORD, among the Gods? Who 
is like thee, glorious in Holineſs, fearful in Praiſes, 
| doing Wonders ? (h And the Men of Beth-fhemiſþ 
2 aid, Who is able to ſtand before this Holy LORD 
1 Hod? (5) 
1 2. He directs their Hearts into a Diſcovery of 
their own Sinfulneſs. To ſee the Corruption of 
their Natures, and the Iniquity of their Lives. 
[7 For it muſt cauſe a convincing Reflection in the 
Conſcience, and ſtrike us with a deep Senſe of 
1 our own Depravity and Pollution; to behold the 


8 
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AM (4) Levit. xix. 2. (e) Iſai. Ivii. 15. (f) Tfai. vi. 3. 
= (g Rev, iv. 8. (+) Exod. xv. 11. Ci) I. Sam. vi. 20. 
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immaculate Purity of our Creator; who is our 
Law-giver and our Judge; by whoſe omnipo- 
tent Hand we are perpetually ſuſtained ; before 
whoſe omniſcient Eye we perpetually ſtand ; and 
whole Holineſs mult abominate every Thing that 
is tainted with Sin: As faith the Prophet, Art 
thou not from Everlaſting, O LORD my God, mine 
Holy One ?-—T hou art of purer Eyes than to bebold 
Evil, and canſt not look on Iniquity. (kX) Such a 
View of the flaming Holineſs of God, in it's re- 
fulgent Rays, as it ſhines in the divine Oracles, 
impreſſed upon the Mind by the Spirit of Holi- 
neſs, will bring the Soul to an humble Confeſſion 
of Sin. So David confeſſed; 1 acknowledge myTranſ- 
greſſuons : and my Sin is ever before me. Againſt thee, © 
thee only have I ſinned, and done this Evil in LbySight. 1) BB 
So Fob; Behold IT am vile. (m) So Iſaiah; Wee is me, ö 
Jar. Tam undone, becauſe I am a Man of unclean Lips. 
(n) And likewiſe Peter, I am a finful Man, O 
Lord. (o) And this is not the Cale of Individu- 
als only, but of the whole Race of Mankind : 
They are all gone aſide, they are all together become 
thy: there is none that doth Good, no not one. ( 
Solomon well underſtood the Depravity of all the 
human Species, when he made this Prayer for 
the People; What Prayer and Supplication ſoever 
be made by any Man, or by all thy People Iſrael, 

_ which ſhall know every Man the Plague of his own 
Heart, &c.(q) And this Plague is a univerſal 
Pollution, thro? all the Faculties of the Soul: 
God jaw that the Wickedneſs of Man was great in 


_— 


(4) Hab. i. 12, 13. (J) Pal. li. 3, 4. 00 Joh xl. 4. 
(2) Iſai. vi. 5 (o Luk. v. 8. (2) Pſal. xiv. 3. lu, 3. 
(7) I. Kin, viii. 38. 
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E 
the Earth, and that every Imagination of theT houghts 
& of his Heart was only evil continually. (r) And it 
is not confined to ſome certain Periods of Life, 
but runs through the whole Courſe of Nature: 
= For the Imagination of Man's Heart is evil from 
his Youth. (s) And the Infection is ſo deep, that 
the Nature of Man cannot produce any better 
Fruit : We are all as an unclean Thing, and all our 
Righteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags, and we all do fade 
as a Leaf, and our Iniquities, like the Wind, have 
taken us away. (t) Yea, Sin hath produced in the 
Mind of Man ſuch Pride, Enmity, Blindneſs, 
and Hardneſs of Heart ; that unleſs the Spirit 
of Holineſs, by the Light of the ſacred Word, 
is pleaſed to pierce his Conſcience with an awful 
Senſe of the Holineſs of God; he is not to be 
convinced of his own Sinfulneſs : Strangers have 
devoured his Strength, and he knoweth it not : yea, 
gray Hairs are here and there upon bim, yet he 
knoweth not. (u) But every Soul that is bleſſed 
with a Diſcovery of God's Holineſs, is deeply 
convinced of his own Vileneſs: For I know 
that in me (that is in my Nas ) dwelleth no good 
Thing. (w) 
"He directs their Hearts into the Knowledge 
of the Perfection of che righteous Law; where- 
by they have a Diſcovery of the Wretchedneſs 
of their own State, by kn of Sin, For all 
Mankind muſt be judged according to the Rec- 
titude and Immutability of the Law; concern- 
ing which the Scripture bears this Teſtimony; 


= Gen. vi. 5. (5) Gen. vii. 21. i Iſai, Ixiv. 6. 
() Hof. vii. 9. (w) Rom. vii. 18. 8 
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juſt, and good. (x) And the Son of God aſſures 


[38] 
T be Law is holy; and the Commandment holy, and 


us, Till Heaven and Earth paſs, one Fot or one 


1 little ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, till all 


be fulfilled. (y) Therefore the Law muſt pro 


nounce Sentence againſt every Sinner: And 


every Sentence pronounced by the Law muſt 
be carried into Execution by the God of Juſtice, 
who is Judge of all. For the Scripture ſaith, 

As many as are of the Works of the Law, are under 
the Curſe : for it is written, Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all Things which are written in 


| the Book of the Law to do them. (z)—T bus ſaith 


the LORD God of Iſrael, Curſed be the Man that 


obeyeth not the Words of this Covenant. (a) The 


Law of God ſtands in the Form of a Covenant; 


and every Article is ratified by the divine 
Sanction : Therefore every Violation 1s certain 
to receive a vindictive Retaliation ; or according 
to ſacred Language; Every Tranſgreſſion and DR 
obedience received a juſt Recompence of Reward. (6) 

As the righteous Judge ſaith, The Soul that ſinneth, 


it Hall die. (c) — Fur the Wrath of God is revealed 


from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs, and Unrighte- 


euſneſs of Men. (d) Hence it is, that all the Sons 


of Adam (conſidered in a State of Nature and Sin) 
are in a wretched, miſerable, helpleſs, hopeleſs 


Condition: Wherefore remember I hat at that 
Time ye were without Chriſt, being Aliens from the 
Common-wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers from the 


Covenants of Promiſe, having no * and without 


(x) Rom. vii. 12. 6% Mat. v. 18. (80 Gal. ii. 10. 
(a) Jer. xi. 3. (6) Heb. ii. 2. (e) Exek. xviii. 4. 
(4) Rom. i. 18. 5 | 

God 
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God in the World. (e)—He that believeth not the 
Son, ſhall not ſee Life; but the Wrath of God abideth 
on him. (f) nor 85 
4. The Lord having directed their Hearts 
thro' theſe previous Galleries, or Anti-chambers, 
he directs them to the Door, which opens into 
the celeſtial Palace, where ineffable Glory ſhines, 
'Y and inexhauſtible Treaſures abound ; to Jeſus, 
in whom the Love of God openeth itſelf to us: 
For in him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily. (g) Every Soul that is under the ſpecial 
Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, is by the infallible 
Word of Life directed to Chriſt: All that the 
= Father giveth me, ſhall come io me, — Every Man 
= therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the 
= Father, cometh unto me. (h) There is no Way 
co the Father, but by the Son; and he that is 
1 directed to the Son, is aſſuredly brought to the 
RY Father: No Man knoweth the Son but the Father: 
= meither knoweth any Man the Father ſave the Son, 
= and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him. (i)— 
'F Jam the Door: by me if any Man enter in, he ſhall 
= be ſaved, and ſhall go in and out, and find Paſture. 
A -—1 am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life: no 
* Man cometh unto the Father but by me. (k) And 
> whoſoever cometh to the Father, through the 
Son, by the Holy Ghoſt, is introduced into an 
immenſe Expanſion of divine Grace: As the 
Apoſtle prays for the Epheſians; That the God 
_ of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, may 
Live unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, 


＋— — 


8 —_— . _—— 
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(% Eph. ii. 11, 12. (/) John iii. 36. (g) Col. ii. 9. 
(% Joh, vi. 37, 45. () Mat. xi. 27. (4) Joh. x. 9. XIV. G. 
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in the Knowledge of him: The Eyes of your Under- 


Standing being enlightened , that ye may know what 
is the Hope of his Calling, and what the Riches of 
the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints. I hat 
ye mig he be filled with all the Fulneſs of God. (I) 
And The Bleſſing is actually experienced by the 


Saints : For God who commanded the Light to ſhine 
but of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give 
the Light of the Knowledge of the Glery of God, in 


the Fae of Jeſus Chriſt. (m) 


Whatever Wants or Deficiences they might 
apprehend under the former Diſcoveries, they 


now find an ample Supply in EMMANUEL. 


He is the perfect Holineſs of God; and he is 
| theirs, and they are his, in an everlaſting Cove- 
nant: T herefore, in his Holineſs they ſtand com- 


plete: I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Cre- 
ator of Ijrael, your King. (n)—Tn the Body of his 
Fleſh through Death, to preſent you boiy and un- 
blameable, and unreprovable in his Sight. — And ye 


_ are complete in him, which is the Head of all Prin- 
cipality and Power. (o) In him is full Redemption, 


perfect Righteouſneſs, Peace with God, and ever- 


laſting Salvation. With the LORD there is 


Mercy, and with him is plenteous Redemption. (p) 


This is his Name whereby he ſhall be called, 


THE LORD OUR RIGHTECUSNESS.(q) Being 
juſtiſbed by Faith, we have Peace with God, brew 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt. (r)—Truly in the Lord our 


God is the Salvation of Iſrael. (0 In him is all 
purifying Grace, to purge the Conſcience, and 


— 
———— 


(1) Fph. i. 17, 18. ii. 19. (n) II. Cor. iv. 6. (=) Ifai. 
Ki. 15. (e Col. i. 22. n. io. , ͤ Plal, cxxx. 7. 
Ger. iii. G. (L Rom. v. 1. I er. iii 23. 
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cleanſe the Soul from Pollution: Then will J 
ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye ſhall be 
clean: from all your Filthineſs, and from all your 


Idols will I cleanſe you. A new Heart alſo will I 


give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you, 
and I will take away the Stony Heart out of your 
Fleſh, and 1 will give you an Heart of Fleſh. (t) — 
Iwill cleanſe their Blood that I have not cleanſed. (u) 
He ſhall fit as a Refiner and Purifier of Silver. (w) 


Dod which knoweth the Hearts, bare them Wit- 


neſs, giving them the Holy Ghoſt ——purifying their 
Hearts by Faith. (x) Yea, they find, in the Lord 
of Glory, not only an ample Supply of all Things 


which they ever did, or ever can want, but a 


Plenitude of all Riches, Excellencies, Glories, 


and Felicities, that it is poſfible for a created 


Being to enjoy, or deſire, There the glorious 


LORD will be unto us a Place of broad Rivers and 
Streams. (y)) — For ſince the Beginning of the World 
Men have not heard, nor perceived by the Ear, nei- 


ther hath the Eye ſeen, O God, beſides thee, what 


he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. (2) 


I come 1n the fourth Place, to conſider ſome 
of the Effects of the Love of God, in the Hearts 
of thoſe who are directed into it. 

1. Where the Love of God is efficaciouſly 
maniteſted, it produces Faith. That Soul re- 


ceives the Truths of the everlaſting Goſpel with 


full Aſſent, and embraces them with ſincere 
Approbation; and according to the Tenor of 
thoie evangelical Doctrines, it ſeeks to the Lord 


(% Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. (=) Joel iii. 21. (20) Mal. iii. 3. 
(x) AR. xv. 8, 9. (5) Wai. xxxiii. 21. () Iſai. Ixiv. 4. 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt for Remiſſion of Sins, and Salva- 


tion; it waits on him for all the Communica- 
tions of ſpiritual Grace, and truſts in him alone 


for eternal Life. They that know thy Name will 
put their Truſt in thee. (a) And this Faith worketh 


by Love: So far as a Soul loves the Lord, he 
equally truſteth in him; and fo far as he truſts 


in the Lord, he loves him in Proportion: I will 


love thee, O LORD, my Strength. () And where 


this Faith and Love unite, the Soul takes his 


Satisfaction in God, and rejoices in the Lord as 
his Portion: The Lord is my Portion, ſaith my 


Soul, therefore will I hope in him. (c) The Height 
of his Defire is, to enjoy Communion with his 


God; the Extent of his Ambition is, to bear the 


f Image of Chriſt, in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 


lineſs; and his utmoſt Emulation is, to bring 


Glory to his heavenly Father. For the Love of 
God maniteſted to him, kindles all the Powers 


of his Soul in Love to God: We love him; be- 


cauſe he firſt loved us. (d) And where Faith and 


Love are, there is Humility. No Man can love 


God, or believe in him in Spirit and Truth, any 
farther than his Soul is laid low in a deep Senſe 
of his own Unworthineſs, and a profound Re- 
verence of the Majeſty of God; for a Manifeſta- 
tion of the Love and Grace of God, has a na- 


tural Tendency to humble the Soul, and abaſe 


the Pride of Man: The Loftineſs of Man ſhall be 
| bowed down, and the Haughtineſs of Men fhall be 
made low : and the LORD alone ſhall be exalted 


——— — 


— 


(a) Pfal. ix. 10. (4) Pfal. xviii, 1. ()) Lam. iii. 24. 
(4) I. Joh. iv. 19. 
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in that Day. (7 hat no Fleſh ſpould glory in his 
Preſence. (f)— God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave 
in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. (g) This 


Faith, working by Love and Humility, is the 


Gift of God, peculiar to his Choſen; it centers 


in the Son of God, the conſecrated Mediator be- 


tween God and Man, as the fixed Object of Re- 


liance; and it is wrought by the quick and 


powertul Word of God, through the vital In- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoſt : Therefore it is 


called, The Faith of God's Elect. (bh) —T he Faith 


of the Son of God. (i) Ihe Faith of be Operation 
of God. (k) All the Children of God experience 
this divine Operation in their Souls, and they 

know that it is wrought by the Opening of the 


Love of God in his Word: But it may be at 
their firſt Calling, they ſometimes may not un- 
derſtand how the Holy Ghoſt operates in opening 


their Hearts, and giving the Word Accels. Bur 
like a Man who feels himſelf wounded, and 


knows very well it is done by the Edge of 


a Sword, but is not aware of the Hand that 
weilds it; ſo they very ſenſibly feel the Dint of 
God's Word (the Sword of the Spirit) in their 
Hearts, but do not clearly underſtand how it 
comes to make ſuch an effectual Impreſſion. 
But as they arrive at a clearer Underſtanding of 


the Nature of Sin, and the Nature of Grace, and 


2 more diſtinguiſhing Judgment in divine Truths. 
they are fully convinced, that it was not of their 
own Free-Will, or the Flexibleneſs of their Diſ- 


— — 


(e) Iſai. ii. 11, 735 (5 I. Cor. i. 29. (s) Gal. vi. 14. 
% Tit. i. 1. (5) Gal. ii. 20. (“) Col. ii. 12. 
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Poſitions, but the Spirit of Life from God giving 
Sanction to the Word of his Grace. Nor do 
they aſcribe this Work of Faith, or ſpiritual 
Lite in their Souls, to any chimerical Operation 
or enthuſiaſtical Communication; as if it were 
done by ſome occult Power, they know not how. 


For every Believer knows, that Faith is wrought 


by the Manifeſtation of the Love of God, and 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his 
Word: Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 


the Word of God. (1) —T heſe are written, that ye 
might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 


Ged, and that believing ye might have Life through 
bis Name. (m) In whom ye alſo truſted after that 
ye heard the Word of Truth, the Goſpel of your Sal- 
vation. (n) RY : 

2. The Love of God works Repentance. For 


as it produces Faith, whereby the Soul relies 


upon Chriſt, his Salvation; which works by 
Love, whereby the whole Heart cleaves to 


Chriſt, his Life ; and which cauſes Humility, 
whereby the whole Will melts into the Will of 


his heavenly Father; he 1s ſpiritually joined to 
the Lord, and bleſſed with the ſame Mind that 


is in Chriſt : He that is joined unto the Lord, is one 


Spirit. () Therefore, whatever is God is the 
Object of that Soul's Delight. And as the Eſſence 


of God is Holineſs, it is impoſſible for any one 


to be a Believer, but Holineſs will be the Deſire 
ef his Heart: Nor is it poſſible for any one to 
love Holineſs, but Sin will become the Object 


VI. I mo 


%) Rom. x. 17. (.) Joh. xx. 31. (=) Eph. i. 13. (o) I Cor. 
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of his Abomination. And hence it is, that every 
believing Soul is a penitent Soul: He loaths his 
own Sintulneſs ; with godly Sorrow for what is 
paſt, deep Contrition for the evil Diſpoſition pre- 
tent, with earneſt Endeavours and Cries to God 
for Purification, both in Heart and Lite. For 


all Men are polluted with Sin: But when God 


s pleaſed to bleſs any one with a Principle of 
Holineſs ; then the Enmity appears, then the 
War begins between the two Seeds: As God ſaid 


to the Serpent, I will put Enmity between thee and 


the Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed. (p) 
For when Grace enters the Soul, and finds Sin 


in Poſſeſſion of all the intellectual Faculties, 


Hoſtilities muſt commence. No League can be 
made, no Convention entered into, nor can any 


Peace be reſtored, but upon the Extirpation of 


Sin: What will ye ſee in the Shulamite ? As it were 
the Company of two Armies. (q) But tho' the Soul 
is not yet delivered from the Virulence of Sin, 
it truly is the Subject of Grace; for neuter it 
cannot be. As Paul ſaith, With the Mind I myſelf 
ſerve the Law of God; but «ith the Fleſh the Law 
of Sin. (r) As a People loyal to their own Prince 

lerve him with their Hearts; but ſo far as an 
Enemy prevails, and makes Depredations upon 
them; for want of Power to withſtand, they 
ſerve him with their Subſtance. Every believing 
Heart loves God, and hates Sin; mourns for it's 

paſt Tranſgreſſions, and abhors it's preſent Filthi- 
nels: As Ezra; O my God, I am aſhamed, and 
bluſh to * 5 my Face to 5 my God. for our 


— — 
— 


72 Gen. iü. 15. @ Cant, v1. 13. ip Rom. vii. 25. 


Iniquities 


— _—_ N. Ly 2 — 
— —_ — —— — — - "ES x4 LIVED 
; - - — - -= - - — 


[ 46 ] 
Tniquities are increaſed over our Head, and our 
Treſpaſs is grown up into the Heavens. (s) So 
Daniel; O Lord, to us belongeth Confuſion of Face 
— becauſe we have ſinned againſt thee. (t) Like- 
wile Fob; I abhor myſelf, and repent in Duſt and 
Aſbes. (u) Repentance is the Gift of God; a 


Bleſſing which Chriſt beſtows upon every one to 


whom he grants pardoning Mercy; for they are 
inſeparable: Him hath God exalted with bis right 
Hand, to be a Prince und a Saviour, for to give 
Repentance to Iirael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins. (ww) 


And it is according to the Promiſe of God; 


T hey ſhall come with Weeping, and with Supplica- 
Bons will I lead them. (x) And ſo the Saints ex- 


perience their Hearts drawn to God: Create in 


me a clean Heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit 


within me. (y) Yea, the Way in which God has 


promiſed to work Repentance, cannot fail to be 


effectual; that is, by a Diſcovery of his Love 
ſtreaming in the Blood of Jeſus, or Chriſt cru- 
cified for our Sins: They ſhall look upon me whom 


they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as 


one mourneth for his only Son, and ſhall be in Bit- 
terneſs for him, as one that is in Bitterneſs for his 
Firſt-born. (x) And every Soul that has the Ex- 


perience of genuine Repentance, can declare, 


that the firſt effectual Operation whereby chat 
| Repentance was produced in his Heart, was a 


lively View of a pierced Jeſus, bruiſed for his 


Iniquities, and pouring out his Soul unto Death 
for his Tranſgreſſions. Nothing elle can ſo 


— 
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(s) Ezra ix. 6. (tr) P ix. viii. (/) Job xlii. 6. (av) AR. 


v. 31. (x) Jer. xxxi. 9. % Fial. li. 10. (z) Zech. 
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effectually melt the Heart into an andifembled 


Contrition, or raiſe ſuch deep Remorſe in the 
Conſcience for Sin; as to behold the Son of 
God! the ſpotleſs Lamb ! the Holy One! in 


torturing Agonies, dying under my Sins! And 


that Repentance, which is wrought in the Soul 
under a ſpiritual Manifeſtation of heavenly 


Grace, flowing in the Redeemer's Blood, will 


continue ; and will be manifeſt in the Conver- 
lation : How ſhall we that are dead to Sin, live 
any longer therein Our old Man is crucified with 
him, that ihe Body of Sin might be deſtroyed, that 
henceforth we ſhould not ſerve Sin. — Being made 


free from Sin, and become Servants to G od, Fe have 


your Fruit unto Holineſs. (a) 
. The Love of God produces chearful Obe- 


| diener For he that loves God, as the higheſt 


Object of Delight and Adoration, mult love his 


Law, and take Pleaſure in keeping his Com- 


mandments. The Lord Jeſus lays it before his 
Diſciples, as the Criterion of their Love to him: 


He that hath my Commandments, and keepeth them, 


he it is that loveth me. If a Man love me, he will 
keep my Words. (b) The Glory of God is a moſt 
tender Point, in the Eyes of every one that loves 
him: And they are taught to glorify him in a 

holy Converſation : Le: your Light ſo ſhine before 
Men, that they may ſee your good Works, and glorify 
your Father which is in Heaven. (c) David fully 
ſhews the Diſpoſition of his Mind, by ſuch Ex- 
preſſions as theſe; O how love I thy Law !— Thy 


Law do I love. — I love thy Teſtimonies. —T love 


3 


* 


ta) Rom. vi. 2, 6, 22. (2) John xiv. 21, 23. (c) Mat. v. 16. 


thy 
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thy Commandments above Gold, yea, above fine Gold, 
- My Soul hath kept thy Teſtimonies: and I love 
them exceedingly. a) Paul freely declares the Ef- 
fect which the Love of Chriſt had upon him; 
When it pleaſed God, who ſeparated me from my 


Mother's Womb, and called me by his Grace, to re- 
veal his Son in me immediately I conferred not with 
Fleſh and Blood. —T was not diſobedient to the bea- 


veuly Viſion. (e) And he gives a Reaſon undeni- 
ably cogent, why himſelf, as well as all other 
Believers, live to the Glory of God: For the Love 


of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he 
died for all, that they which live, ſhould not hence- 


forth live unto themſelves, but unto him which died 


for them, and roſe again. () And John dwells 
upon it, as a fixed Maxim ; That the Love of 
God, and Obedience to his Commandments, ſtand _ 


together, in an inſeparable Connexion. He that 
faith, I know him, and keepeth not his Commandments, 


tis a Liar, and the Truth is not in him. —This is 
the Love of God, that we keep his Commandments, — 


This is Love, that we walk after his Command- 
ments. (g) 


4. The Love of God brings the Soul to a 
chearful Reſignation to his Will. For Love na- 
turally carries the Will into a Compliance with 


the Will of the Perſon we highly eſteem and de- 
light in: And how much more ſhall the Love 
of God have this Effect; ſeeing God himſelf is 


Love? And the Paſſion of Love in our Hearts, 


(4) Pſal. cxix. 97, 113, 119, 127, 167. (2) Gal. i. 15, 16. 


Act. xxvi. 19. We II. Cor. v. 14, 13. 01. Joh. ll. 4. 
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is kindled by a vital Ray from his Boſom. And 
hereby they find themſelves ſo united to their 
God, that their Wills are involved in his Will: 

And have their Confidence ſo fixed in their 
heavenly Father, that they can ingenuouſly ſay, 
He ſhall chuſe our Inheritance for us. (h) And the 
moſt powerful convincing Reaſon is joined with 
the heavenly Paſſion, for the compoſing of their 
Minds into an Acquieſcence with the divine Will. 
For the Saints know right well, that all the 
Diſpenſations of Providence are directed by in 
fallible Wiſdom, and uninterrupted Love: And 
cannot fail to terminate to their Advantage; 
whether they appear with them, or againſt them, 
at preſent. We know that all Things work together 
for good, to them that love God. (i) Therefore they 
learn with Patience, to commit themſelves unto 
the Lord, depending on his Word: What I do 
thou tnoweſt not now; but thou ſhalt know here- 
after. (k) And being Members of his Body, and 
having the ſame Spirit; they earneſtly imitate 
his Example, who ſaid to his Father, Not my 
Will but thine be done. (I) And in humble Com- 
pliance with the divine Determination, Committed 
_ himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly.(m) Thus 
| Looking unto Feſus the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith.(n) They follow their great. High Prieſt, 
in Submiſſion to their heavenly F ather's Inſtruc- 
tion. My Son deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. (0) 
For they know that all his Counſels are Faithful- 
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(5) Pfal. xlvii. 4. (00 Rom. viii. 28. (#4) Joh. xii. 7. 
Luk. xxii. 42. () I. Pet. ii. 23. (7) Heb. xii. 2. 
60) Heb. Xl, 5. e 

D nels, 
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neſs, and all his Works are done in Truth. That 
the Trial of your Faith being much more precious than 
of Gold that periſheth, though it be tried with Fire, 
might be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory 
at the Appearing of Jeſus Chriſt. (p)) The Children 

of God in all Ages, are led by the ſame Spirit 
of Faith, as Abraham was, who truſted in God: 

And ſo after he had * endured he obtained the 
Promiſe. (q) 


This brings me to conſider, The patient Wait- ä 
ing for Chriſt. Which is inſeparable from a 
humble Submiſſion to the Will of God: And 
therefore is the natural Conſequence of the Love. 
of God, in thoſe Hearts which are under the Di- 
rection of the Lord. Love to an Object begets 
an Inclination to wait for it; and the Strength 
of that Love, produces Patience in Waiting, 5 
And this patient waiting for Chriſt, is one 
Branch of Submiſſion to the divine Pleaſure; 
and is exerciſed reſpecting the Time of the Fru- 
ition of the promiſed Bleſſing; when they ſhall 
be called unto the Marriage- Supper of the Lamb. (Y) 
It does not conſiſt with an unconcerned Inſenſi- 
bility; this is not Patience, but Indolence; and 
foreign to the Spirit of Chriſt. Nor can it con- 
fiſt with Timidity of Mind, or a ſhrinking back, 
at the Apprehenſion of Chriſt's s Coming: This 
is not Patience, but Reluctance; and very dit- 
ferent from that Love which caſteth out Fear: 
Neither does it conſiſt with a reſtleſs Urgency 
of Deſire; whereby the Mind grows flat, re- 


: , — 
- * 


(2) I. Pet. i. 7. (4) Heb. vi. 15. (r) Rev. xix. 9. 
ſpecting 
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ſpecting the Duties and Enjoyments of waiting 


upon and glorifying God here below: This is 
not Patience, but Diſcontentedneſs. And tho? 
the Deſire (ſimply conſidered) may proceed from 
the Love of God; the Anxiety is a plain De- 


viation therefrom, and argues that the Mind is 


not duly exerciſed therein. Nor yet does it 


conſiſt with an eager Fondneſs, or Over-Ardency 


of Deſire ; whereby the Mind is elevated above 
it's proper Sphere, ſo as not to retain a due Senſe 
of it's own Imperfections, the Power of innate . 


Corruption, the Danger of Temptation, the Ne- 


ceſſity of Watchfulneſs, Sc. This is not Patience, 


but unregulated Paſſion ; and (ſuppoſing the De- 


fire to proceed from the Love of God, yet) this 


kind of Elevation ſavours more of carnal Hu- 


mour, than of the Spirit of Chriſt, But the pa- 
tient waiting for Chriſt, .is a Fruit of the Love of 


God, ſweetly compoſing the Soul into an humble 


Submiſſion to his Will, and eſtabliſhing it in a 


well- grounded Hope upon the Faithfulneſs of 
God, according to his Word: If we hope for 
_ that we ſee not, then do we with Patience wait 


for it. © 


1. They patiently wait for Chriſt, in conſi- 
deration of his Promiſe, to come again to them. 
While the Promiſe of his ſecond Coming, clearly 
ſhews the Glory and Felicity which the Saints 


have to expect; the Faithfulneſs of that Promiſe, 


and the Certainty of his Appearing, ſtrengthens 
their Minds to wait with Patience: Jacob ſerved 


(s) Rom. viii. 25. 


D 2 ſeven 
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ſeven Years for Rachel: and they ſeemed unto Lim 
but a few Days, for the Love be had to ber. (t) 


When all he had to expect was, The uncertain 
Enjoyment of a Creature full of Imperfections, 
for a few Years: Then, what ſhall interrupt the 
patient Waiting of a Child of God, for thecertain 
Enjoyment of him who is the Life of all Per- 
fection, to infinite Duration; whoſe Promiſes give 


the moſt firm Aſſurance, and expreſs the moſt 
tender Affection? Let not your Hearts be troubled : 


ye believe in God, believe aljo in me. In my Father's 
Houſe are many Manſions; if it were not jo, I would 


| have told you; I go to prepare a Place for you. And 


FI go and prepare a Place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you to myſelf, that where 1 am, there ye 
may be alſo.(u) The Angels gave Teſtimony to the 
Certainty of his Coming : This ſame Feſus which 


is taken up from you into Heaven, ſball ſo come, in | 


like Manner as ye have feen him go into Heaven.(w) 
The Expeditiouſneſs of his Coming is declared 
to the Hebrews : For yet a little while, and he that 
ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry. (x) And 
by himſelf often repeated; Behold, 7 come quick- 
ly. (0) And the Glory and Felicity which the 
Saints ſhall poſſeſs at his Coming, is repreſented 
in a Multiplicity of Promiles and particularly 
by a great Voice out of Heaven, which John teſti- 
fies that he heard, ſlaying, Behold the Tabernacle 
of God is with Men, and be will dwell with them, 
and they ſball be his People, and God himſelf ſhall be 


n — — 


() Gen. xxix. 20. (4) Joh. A . 2, 3. (Zao) AR. i. 11. 
(x) Heb. x. 37. 0% Rev. iii. 11. xxii. 7. 12. 20. 


with 


TR _- 
with them, and be their God, &c. (2) Theſe great 
and precious Promiſes, full of ſtrong Conſola- 
tion, leave not the leaſt Ground of Suſpicion, or 
Room to doubt, whether his Coming may be 
uncertain, or the Time protracted, or the Saints 
diſappointed in their Expectation. And upon the 
Strength of the infallible Promiſes, the Diſciples 
of Jeſus are admoniſhed to Patience in waiting 
for him: Be patient therefore, Brethren, unto the 
Coming of the Lord. — Be ye alſo patient; ſftabliſh 
your Hearts: for the Coming of the Lord draweth 
nigb. (a) 8 8 5 5 
2. They patiently wait for Chriſt's Coming, 
having his Promiſe for their preſent Support, 
that he will be with them, during their Pil- 
grimage in this World. Were they to be left 
deſtitute of the Preſence of their Lord, it would 
be a very diſconſolate Thought, ſufficient to wear 
out their Patience, and break their Hearts. But 
being aſſured, that during his perſonal Abſence 
his ſpiritual Preſence ſhall be with them; it 
gives freſh Vigour to their Hearts, to wait with 
Patience, until the Time appointed of the Fa- 
ther. Their Souls are ſtrengthened by thoſe 
Bands of Love, wherewith he hath bound him- 
ſelf to them, in his faithful Word: I will walk 
among you, and will be your God, and ye ſhall 
be my People. (b)— bear thou not, for I am with 
thee : be not diſmayed, for I am thy God. (c) Lo, 

I am with you always, even unto the End of the 
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1 (. ) Rev. xxi. 3, 4, 5. (a) Jam. v. 7, 8. (6) Levit. xxvi. 
12. (e) Iſai. xli. 10. 
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World. (d 3 will never leave thee, nor forſake 


thee. (e) Where his Preſence is, there is a rich 
Supply of all Good: With thee is the Fountain 
of Life : (f) And a ſure Defence againſt Evil : 
For I, faith the Lord, will be unto her a Wall of 
Fire round about. (g) By this Light they walk 


through the thickeſt Darkneſs ; as David ſays, 


Though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, I will fear no Evil: for thou art with 


me. (H) It he is pleaſed to permit them to come 
into Temptations, Trials, and Diſtreſſes, his Pre- 
ſence is promiſed to ſuſtain them, and ſecure their 
Deliverance : When thou paſſeſt through the Waters, 

1 will be with thee, and through the Rivers, they 
ſhall not overflow thee : when thou walkeſt through 
the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt ;, neither ſhall the 


Flame kindle upon thee. (i) —God is faithful, who 


will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye are 


able; but will with the Temptation alſo make a Way 
to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. (k) Lea, 


his Preſence yields ſuch Peace and Conſolation, 


as all the Univerſe is not able to give; neither 


are all the Powers of Darkneſs able to take it 
away. Þ will not leave you comfortleſs; I will come 


to you. Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give 
unto you: not as the World giveth, give I unto you, 
Let not Jour Hearl be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. (I) 

The Aſſurance which God's Children have, 


That all Occurrences which happen to them, and 


— 


td] Mat. xxviii. 20. (e) Hev. x11. | E (ff Pſal. xxxvi. 
9. (g Zech. ii. 5. (0) Pſal. xxiii. 4. (i) Iſai. xl. 
2. (&) I. Cor. x. 13. Joh. xiv. 18. 27. 
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all providential Circumſtances which attend them 


in this World, are, under the Direction of their 


heavenly F ather's Hand, guided in Love, Wiſ- 
dom, and F aithfulneſs, and cannot fail to iſſue 


in their Good; is a ſtrong Excitement to Patience, 


in their waiting for Chriſt's Coming. Whatever 


Trials, Temptations, or Afflictions; whatever 


Self-Denial, Croſs to take up, or Difficulty at- 


tends the Way, it muſt terminate in a Bleſſing to 


the Saints. The Lord declares to J/rael, his gra- 


cious Deſign in leading them thro' an inhoſpita- 


ble Wilderneſs ; That he might humble thee, and 


that he might prove thee, to do thee Good at thy latter 


End. (m) And the Pſalmiſt deſcanting upon the 


Dealings of God with his People, in leading them 
through the Wilderneſs, comes to this Reſult ; 


He led them forth by the right Way, that they might 
go to a City of Habitation. (n) The Tribulations 


through which they paſſed, were no other than a 
well- regulated School, for their Accompliſhment 
in Things relating to God's Glory, and their own 


Happineſs. And the Author to the Hebrews ex- 
cellently reaſons upon the well- grounded Motive, 


the ſalutary Deſign, and happy Effect of God's 

chaſtening Rod: Whom the Lord loveth, be chaſt- 
eneth. For our Profit, that we might be Partakers 
of his Holineſs. —1t yieldeth the peaceable Fruit of 


_ Kighteouſneſs. (o) And in the ſame Light Pau! 
views the Afflictions of the Saints, as a Prepara- 


tive for the expected Glory; and from thence (as 


— 


— 


(-z) Deut. viii. 16. () Pfal. evii. 4, 5, 6, 7. (o) Heb. 


Xii. 5, tO 11. 
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it it were) looks all his Sorrows into Nothing, or aa 
a few Mole-Hills, which ſerve as ſo many Foot- 
ſteps, to help forward in the Way towards the 
everlaſting Mountains; which riſing infinitely 


high above all temporal Things,drown the Aſpect 


of " the Troubles which lie between: For which 


| Cauſe we faint not, but though our outward Man 


periſh, yet the inward Man is renewed Day by Day, 
For our light Affiiction, which is but for a Moment, 
worketh jcr us a far more exceeding and eternal 


Weight of Glory. (p 


4. The tc of the Glory that ſhall be 


revealed at Chriſt's Coming, is a powerful Mo- 
tive with the Saints, patiently to wait for him. 


For I reckon, ſays the Apoſtle, that the Sufferings 


of this preſent Time, are not worthy to be compared 
with the Glory that ſhall be revealed in us. (4) The 


unmeaſurable Height of the Glory, and Eternity 


of it's Duration, makes all earthly Things diſ- 


appear; or caules them to decline into faint Sa- 
dows, and their Duration into an inconſiderable 


Moment, when compared with the Delights of 


the celeſtial Paradiſe; I here Chrift ſitteth on the 
right Hand of God. (r) And where the Saints ſhall 
ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and, as 
the Stars for ever and ever. (6) Which they now 
by Faith behold, with inexpreſſible Delight, as 
the ultimate Satisfaction of their Souls : Whom 
having not ſeen, ye love; in whom though now ye 
fee him net, yet believing, ye rejoice with Joy un- 


— 


— — 


. Cor.! iv. 16, 17. (2) Rom. viii. 18. (r) Col. 111. 1. 


(s) Dan. Xu. 3. 
ſpeakable, 
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ſpeakable, and full of Glory. (t)—Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give Honour to him: for the Marriage 
of the Lamb is come, and his Wife hath made herſelf 
ready. (u) Such a bleſſed Hope may well eſtabliſh 


their Hearts, to wait with Patience, and expect 
with Chearfulneſs, The glorious Appearing of the 


great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. (w) 


When they ſhall dwell in the immediate Pre- 
fence of him whole Glory fills the Heavens, and 
reflects Luſtre upon the whole Creation; under 


whole reſplendent Beams oi Light, Life, Love, 
Joy, Glory, and Immortality, they ſhall poſſeſs 
all the Communications of Bleſſedneſs, to their 
conſummate Felicity ; and bear the lively Image 
ot the Son of God, to their immortal Glory: For 
our Converſation is in Heaven, from whence wwe look 


for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : who ſhall 


change our vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious Body. (x) - Beloved, now are we 


the Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 


we ſhall be : but we know, that when he ſhall ap- 


ju we ſhall be like _ 15 we ſhall od bim as 


he is. (y) 

It now remains, that we endeavour to make 
ſome Ule of this Doctrine, by Way of Improve- 
ment to ourſelves. Our dear Brother is (with us) 


no more; Nor are the Inſtructions to be directed 


to him, but to us who ſurvive : Yet, this pre- 


cious Doctrine of the Love of God, which was 


ſo comfortable to him during Life, and Armour 


ee 
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(t) J. pet. i. 8. (1) Rev. xix. 7. (ww) Tit. ii. 13. 


(x) Phil, iii. 20, 21. 0 I. Job: iii. 2, 
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of Proof at the Approach of Death, may vield to 
us the ſame Conlolation, if it ſhall pleaſe the 
Lord to direct our Hearts into it by the ſame 

Spirit. Wherefore it is neceſſary that we ſeri- 
ouſly attend to it, in a few particular Re- 
flections. 


1. How neceſſary | is it for every one to come 
cloſe to the Point with themſelves : Hath the 
Lord directed my Heart into the Love of God? 
Jeſus put the Matter home to his Diſciples; 
Have 5 underſtood all theſe Things? (x) — Do ye 
noxo believe? (a) And to Peter, he thrice over put 
the Queſtion ; Simon Son of Fonas, loveſt thou 
me? () For the Love of God communicated 
to a Soul, always produces a Return of Love 


to God. And hereby the Objects of God's Love 


are diſtinguiſhed from others; they love God, 


which 1s an inconteſtable Proof, that God loves 
them. For no Man ever loved God in Spirit 
and in Truth, until that Love of God was pro- 
_ duced in his Heart, by a ſpecial Maniteſtation of 
the Love of God to him. Therefore the Apoſtle 
affirms, I any Man love God, the ſame is known 
of him. (c) This is that Love, which fortifies 
the Mind againſt all Terror, in Life and in 
Death, having God it's Original, God it's Au- 
thor, and God it's Object: There is no Fear in 
Love; but perfect Love caſteth out Fear. (d) Not 

Love conſider'd (meerly) as a Paſſion in us: 
This cannot caſt out Fear. But Love as it is in 


() Mat. xiii. 51. (a) Joh. xvi. 31. © Joh. xxi. 15, 16, 
„ £0) 1; Or. VB 3» (4) r: Joh. Iv. 18. 
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God, and from him ſhed abroad in our bins, 
transforming our Souls into the Image of 
the Son of his Love: For Love is of God; 


every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 


God. (e) 


This Love was the invincible Support of our 
dear Brother. The Ground of his Hope was 
not a Fiction : It was God himſelf, who is Love. 


Nor was his Heart fictitiouſly directed into this 


Love: But according to the intallible Directions 
given in the Oracles of God, under the attract- 
ing, cementing, enlarging, eſtabliſhing Operation 
of the Holy Ghoſt. He was enlarged by Faith, 
to behold the Love of the Father and the Son 
in it's ſublime Excellency z in the Glory and 


Perfection of it's Nature and Properties. His 


Soul was illuminated to admire the incompre- 


henſible Greatneſs of the Majeſty of divine Grace, 
in the inconceivably glorious Productions of the 


Love of God. His Heart was opened, to view 


the Holineſs of God, and the Righteouſneſs of 
his Law; whereby he was convinced of his own 


Sinfulneſs, and his Need of ſuch a Saviour as 


Jeſus is. He was efficaciouſly drawn to Chriſt, 


by the Love of God; and found him to be ſuch 
a Saviour as he wanted. This great Redeemer 
he found to be the Salvation of God to his Soul; 
and with Joy and Gratitude, aſcribed all the 
Glory to his Holy Name: for the Lord had put 
this Song in his Mouth ; Thou haſt in Love to my 
Soul delivered it from the Pit of Corruption. (f) 
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He found him to be a Sanctifier, to work Re- 
pentance, and purge the Conſcience from dead 
Works; to heal the Plague of the Heart, and 
regulate the Converſation; for which he aſcribed 
the Praiſe alone to God, the Spirit of Holineſs ; 
_ acknowledging himſelf to be A Brand pluckt out 
of the Fire. (g) Yea, he found him to be the 
Door, whereby his Soul had Acceſs to the Fa- 
ther's Boſom; where he found Life and Peace, 
Joy and ſtrong Conſolation ; and could ſay with 
Aſſurance, In the LORD have I Righteouſneſs 
and Strength. (bh) — Thus, our dear Brother, being 
built upon that which cannot be ſhaken, found 
Himſelf ſtand ſecure againſt the Gates of Hell. 
His Foundation was, "The Rock of Ages; and 
his Soul was built thereon by the grand Archi- 
tect (EMMANUEL) whom God appointed 
to build a Manſion for himſelf ; ſaying, He ſhall 
build the Temple of the Lord, and he ſhall bear the 
Glory. (i) And Jeſus ſaith, Upon this Rock I will 
build my Church: and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail ee it. () He put no Confidence in 
any moral Virtue, or human Performance; know- | 
ing very well, That however valuable a virtuous 
Diſpoſition and an upright Converſation are 
among Men, and well pleaſing in the Sight of 
God, ſo far as they are in Conformity to his 
Law, they can bear no Proportion to the Ho- 
lineſs of God, and the extenſive Perfection of the 
divine Precept. He had learned the Leſſon of 


——_— 


2 7) Zech. iii. 2. (+) Iſai. xlv. 24. (i) Zech. vi. 13. 
() Mat. xvi. 18. | 


the 


„„ 
the Pſalmiſt; I have ſeen an End of all Perfection; 
but thy Commandment is exceeding broad. (I) There- 
fore, notwithſtanding he might have had much 
more to glory of, reſpecting Holineſs of Con- 
verſation, than many that go about to eſtabliſh 
their own Righteouſneſs; yet, I am affured, 
that with Regard to Juſtification, Acceptance 
with God, and eternal Salvation; he put no 
more Confidence in his own Righteouſneſs, than 
in the Duſt under his Feet; no more than he 
put in the Devil himſelf. Chriſt was to him, 
All in all. —Who of God was made unto him Wiſ- 
dom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification, and Re- 
demption. (m) Nor did he truſt in any chimerical 
Imaginations, or enthuſiaſtical Fantaſms, as Evi- 
dences of his Intereſt in Chriſt; he knew to 
diſtinguiſh between the Chaff and the Wheat : 
And thro? Grace, could ſay, I hve; yet not 1, 
but Chriſt liveth in me. (n) His Faith was firm, 
his Hope was ſolid, his Comfort was immove- 
able; becaule it knew no Foundation but thar 
which is Proof againſt all the Powers of Dark- 
neſs; againſt all the Machinations of the Bot- 
tomleſs Pit; and cannot be ſubverted by all 
the formidable Approaches of Earth or Sin, 
Death or Hell. His Soul was founded upon 
the everlaſting Love of EH OVA; the ple- 
nary Satisfaction made, Redemption wrought, 
and everlaſting Righteouſneſs brought in by the 
Blood of Jeſus ; . and the ſuſtaining, comforting, 
perſevering Grace of the Spirit of Holineſs. And 
to the laſt, he found his God faithful, — 3s 
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{/) Pſal. exix. 96. 60 I. Cor. i. 30. (=) Gal. ii, 20. 
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9 62 ] 
to his Word: They ſhall not be aſhamed that wait 


for me. (0) —He that believeth on him ſhall not be 


confounded. (p) 
Therefore, my Friends, This is hat Ir recom- 


mend to you; a deliberate Examination, Whe- 
ther your Hearts are directed into the ſame 
Love, and your Souls built upon the ſame im- 


pregnable Rock ? For if you are not, you cannot 
patiently wait for Chriſt; nor can you take a 
deliberate Proſpect of approaching Death, with- 
out trembling.—I am very ſenſible, Perſons 


may be infatuated, ſo as to have no Bands in 


their Death; and thro' Inſenſibility, may ap- 


proach Death without Fear; bur if their Eyes be 


open, to apprehend it in it's true Light, and 


themſelves not ſubſtantially directed into the 


Love of God, and eſtabliſhed upon the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, Death will be The King of Ter- 


rors. Yea, they find, when they take a ſerious 
Thought of Death, with the enſuing Judgment, 
and final Sentence, Sc. there riſes an irregular 


Beating about their Hearts, and they chuſe to 


evade the Contemplation. They cannot endure 
the Word; Thine Heart ſhall meditate Terror : 
becauſe they do not enjoy the Bleſſing promiſed; 


T hine Hes ſpall ſee the Ring in bis Beauty. (9) — 


I know it is a very eaſy Matter for a Perſon to 
buoy up himſelf with a ſtrong Conceit of his 


own Righteouſneſs, and build his Hopes thereon 
with great Confidence, lo far as to imagine his 


5 Heart 8 8 and Ris Mind able t to ſtand On 


(% Thai, lix. 23. () I. Pet. i. 6. 3 


17, 18. 
Fear. 


"20 93-1 
Fear. But how long will it endure? Juſt ſo 
long as Adam's Leaves covered his Nakedneſs. 
While no Eye beheld him but his own, But 
when the Lord God came to inſpect him, he fled 
and hid himſelf, becauſe he was naked. So the 
Righteouſneſs of Man may be ſufficient for his 
Juſtification, ſo long as he appears before no 
other Bar but his own corrupt Reaſon, and im- 
partial Judgment : But when his Works and 
Virtues come to be tried by the Standard of Per- 
tection, the eternal holy Law of God; when 
God ſhall ſearch his Heart, and try his Reins, 
by his quick and powerful Word, and ſhall take 
away the Maſk, and cauſe his Works and Virtues 
to appear in their naked Light, as they appear 
before his own flaming Holineſs and inexorable 
Juſtice ; then thoſe imaginary Pillars of Heaven, 
will be found to tremble, and be aſtoniſhed at his 
Reproof. (r) How will that deceived Heart ſhud- 
der to {ee what broken Reeds he truſted in; when 
God, the Judge of all, ſhall put the Queſtion 
home to his Conſcience ; Can thine Heart endure, 
or can thine Hands be firong # in the Z's that I 
ſhall deal with thee? (s) 


2. To thoſe whoſe Hearts are directed into the 
Love of God: Here is Matter of ſolid Comfort, 
That they ſhall {till be led further into theſe rich 
Bleſſings. The Theſſalonians were already i . 
duced into the Enjoy ment of God in Chriſt; 
the Apoſtle prays, That their Hearts might be 
e that is, into turther Manifeſtations 


» 


(7) Job xxvi. 11. (5) Ezek. XXii. 14. 


thereof, 
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* 641 
thereof, according as he had before expreſſed ; 
That our God would count you worthy of this Calling, 


and fulfil all the good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and 
the Work of Faith with Power. (t) And accord- 
ing to that Aſſurance which he expreſſed to the 
5 Philippians : Being confident of this very Thing, thas 


be which hath begun a good Work in you, will per- | 


form it until the Day of Jeſus Chriſt. (u) — 


Moreover Jeſus Chriſt will aſſuredly come 


again to them, according to his faithful Word : 
7: e have heard bow 1 ſaid unto you, 1 go away, 


and come again unto you. (W) For where he 
has taken Poſſeſſion, he wil! never quit his 


Claim: His People are his own Inheritance, 


and he will return to his Habitation. And 


whatever Soul is directed into his Love, ſhall 


be brought into the complete Enjoyment thereof 
with himſelf; nor ſhall all the Power of the 


Enemy ever be able to divide one of his 


Lambs from his Boſom: In all theſe Things we 


are more than Conquerors, through him that loved 


#5. (x) And he hath promiſed, To him that over- 
cometh, will I grant to fit with me in my Throne, 
even as J alſo overcame, and am ſet down with my 
Father in his Throne. (y) Therefore he ſpeaks 
Comfort to his Children, in the Midſt of the Diſ- 
treſſes and Commotions which ſhall be in the 


World; When theſe Things begin to come to paſs, 


then look up, and lift up your Heads for your Re- 
demption draweth nigh. (2) 


(0) II. The: i. 11. (a) Phill. i. 6. (av) John xiv. 28. 


(x) Rom. viii. 37. (y) Rev. iii. 21. (2) Luk. xxi. 28. 


2.30: 


. To thoſe who enjoy the Love of God, 
ener ariſes the ſtrongeſt of all Obligations to 
live to his Glory. The Love of God, manifeſt 
in his merciful Kindneſs, and rich Goddneſs to 
his People; is the moſt powerful Motive to 
Gratitude, Obedience, Holineſs of Life, and 
Purity of Converſation. And from hence theſe 
Duties are ſtrongly enforced throughout the 
whole Scripture: That they which have believed 
in God, might be careful to maintain good Works. (a) 
— let every one that nameth the Name of 


Chriſt, depart from Tniquity. (b)— He that ſaith be | 


abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as 
he walked. — And every Man thats hath this Hope in 
bim, purifieth himſelf, even as be is pure. (c) This 
is the Argument which the. Apoſtle uſes with 
the Epheſians: Having filled three Chapters in 
opening the Wonders of Grace, and magnifying 
the unſearchable Myſteries of divine Love, from 
thence he forms this Exhortation; I therefore the 
Priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you that. ye walk 
worthy of the Vocation wherewith ye are, called. (d 
All other Motives, ſuch as the Terrors of Con- 
ſcience, Fears of Death, Judgment, and Hell, 
or Hopes of future Rewards, Cc. ſpring from a 
dying Root, and can only bring forth Fruit unto | 
Death; they cannot produce a pure Heart, nor 

a ſpiritual Mind, and ſo long as the Tree re- 
mains corrupt, fuch will the Fruit be. But 
where the Love of God is, there is a ſpiritual. 


TW 


4% Tit. i, 8; (% II. Tim. i. 19. (eh) I. Joh. il. 6: 
Il, 3. -{4/ Eph. WW. x. 2 
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Conformity to the Son of God, for Chriſt dwells 


in the Heart: And if Chriſt be in you, the Body 


is dead becauſe of Sin; but the Spirit is Life, be- 
cauſe of Righteouſneſs (e) And here the Lord 
lays the Foundation of all genuine Obedience: 
If ye love me, keep my Commandments. (f) 


4. To the dear Friends and. Relatives of the 
Deceaſed, it is Matter of Satisfaction and Com- 
poſure ; That ye ſorrow not, even as others which | 
pave no Hope. For if we believe that Feſus died, | 


and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in 
Feſus, will God bring with him. (g) We have no 
Reaſon to doubt, but ſtrong Ground to con- 
clude, that our dear Brother now ſleeps in 
Jeſus: And hence, all of us who are found in 
the ſame State, may expect to meet him again 


with Joy, when Jeſus comes. Therefore we have 


no Cauſe of Sorrow on his Behalf,” only ſo far I 


as the Loſs may affect ourſelves, in being de- 


Pprived of his Converſation and Uſefulneſs. He 
is taken away from us, we ſhall behold his Face 


no more in this earthly Manſion : Under which 
Conlideration, I cannot but mourn ; yet -can- 


not but rejoice, in Conſideration of the Stability 


and ſtrong Conſolation with which the Lord | 
was pleafed to bleſs him, as a Preparative to his | 
entering into the Joy of his Lord. And now | 


may we compole our Minds into humble Joy, 


and ſolace ourſelves in the Teſtimony of the 


Spirit; which, without Arrogancy, we may 


Spply to to the Cale of our departed F riend : Write, 


„ — 
— — 


5 — — dei »Ü„ſẽ᷑„vvènes — 


(e) Rom. viii. 10. % Joh.x XIV. 15. (s) I. Theſſ. iv. 13,14. | 


Bleſſed 


1 * 65 * 
Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth : Yea, ſaith the Spirit(h) And may 
the Tears of Sorrow, which are naturally drawn 
forth by the preſent diſconſolatory Providence, 
as it relates to ourſelves, revolve into Extacies 
of ſpiritual Joy, in looking forward to the tri- 


umphant Appearing of our Lord: When Chriſt 
ho is our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo 
appear with him in Glory. (i For we know, that 
if our earthly Houſe + of this Tabernacle were diſ- 
ſolved, we have a Building of God, an Houſe not 


: 1 with TO eternal i in the Heavens. (0 
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I. HE Faith of God's Elect; or, The Life of Jeſus 
- manifeſt in his Saints: Being a mature Examination 

of the Ge (and of a Pamphlet intitled, The Qyeſtion 
Anſwered) Whether Saving Faith in Chriſt, is a Duty re- 
uired by the Moral Law, of all ' thoſe” who live under the 
800 pel Revelation. Wherein, The Law and the Goſpel, 


* he C Grace of God and the Gift of Faith, Righteouſneſs. 
and Holineſs, Salvation and, AE, > Oc. are taken into 


Condſideration. PRICE 26. 


I. A Mathematical Queſtion,” N by the Vice- 
gerent of the World; anſwered by the King of Glory. 
Enigmatically repreſented, and demonſtratively opened. 
The Queſtion and Anſwer contain, a large Deſcription of 
the Nature, Extent, and dreadful Effects of that infernal 
Poiſon, whereby Mankind is ruined: With the Nature, 


Extent, and conſolatory Effects of the Cœleſtial N 


Remedy. PRICE 15. 


New in the Preſs, 
A Pamphlet intitled, 


EVANGELICAL TxoTns VinvicatED: 


In an Epiſtle to the Readers of Mr. Jon BRINE's two 
Pamphlets, the one intitled, Motives to Lowe and Unity 
among Calviniſts differing in Opinions. The other intitled, 
Some Mzftakes in a Book of Mr. Joanson's of Liverpool, 


. The F aith of God's Elect, Kc. Noted and Redtified. 


